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March 31, 2025

Sheriff

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Sheriff
Road Patrol
Private Acts of 1949 Chapter 726

SECTION 1. That Quarterly County Courts and the Sheriffs of all Counties of this State having a
population of not less than 15,470 nor more than 15,480 according to the Federal Census of 1940 or any
subsequent Federal Census, are hereby authorized and empowered to contract with each other in writing
for the maintenance and operation of uniform county road patrols. Under the said contract the Sheriff is
authorized to obligate himself to patrol all or certain roads or classes of roads in the county with an agree
(sic) number of deputy sheriffs whose primary duty shall be the enforcement of traffic laws and the arrest
of all persons observed violating any criminal laws. The said contracts shall obligate the counties which
enter into such agreements to reimburse the sheriff conducting any such patrol for all out-of-pocket
expense incident to the maintenance and operation thereof, including salaries of the deputies assigned
exclusively to this work, motor vehicle expenses, uniform and other equipment costs, fuel costs, repair
and upkeep costs for the motor vehicles used, and all other costs incidental to the performance of such
services; provided, however, that no county shall maintain such a sheriff's road patrol unless the patrol
cars used in such work are equipped with radio receiving sets or transmitting and receiving sets capable of
keeping said cars in contact with the sheriff's office or a system is arranged whereby said patrols report
into the sheriff's office at intervals not exceeding thirty minutes by telephone or otherwise. And provided
further, that the personnel employed as deputy sheriffs in such patrol work shall at all times wear a
uniform adopted and approved by the sheriff for such deputies.

SECTION 2. That the conduct of such sheriff's road patrol is hereby declared a public purpose in the
counties to which this Act applies and whenever any such written contracts between Quarterly County
Courts and sheriffs have been made in accordance with this statute and have been approved by a decree
of a court of record of this State in a proceeding authorized by the Code of Tennessee for approving the
employment of deputies and assistants to county officers, such services shall be deemed as ex officio
services performed by the sheriffs and funds for reimbursing the sheriff for the costs of operating and
maintaining such patrols may be paid for by said counties as are other ex officio duties under the
provisions of Code Section 10708; and any funds necessary for such county expenditure may be raised by
a tax levy.

SECTION 3. That in the case of any county having a County Commission form of government, the
agreements herein may be executed in behalf of such a county by the County Commission thereof in the
place and stead of a Quarterly County Court.

SECTION 4. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act be, and the same are, hereby
repealed, and this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: April 12, 1949
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