
November 19, 2024

Arnold Engineering Center
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Arnold Engineering Center
Private Acts of 1951 Chapter 8
Whereas, The United States of America, through its Corps of Engineers, United States Army, has begun
construction of the Arnold Engineering Development Center, including the Elk River Dam and Reservoir on
the Elk River, near Tullahoma, Tennessee; and

Whereas, The construction and operation of such dam, reservoir and center will make necessary the
relocation, alteration, repair and reconstruction of certain county highways which form a part of the County
Highway Systems, and which pass through or near such dam, reservoir and center areas; and

Whereas, Under existing laws, the counties in which such county highways or parts thereof are located have
a reversionary right in such easements and highway rights of way; and

Whereas, It is the responsibility and obligation of the United States of America to make just compensation
for such taking or flooding or for damage to such county highways or portions thereof as may accrue from
the acquisition, construction or operation of such dam reservoir and center; and

Whereas, The United States of America may require conveyance to itself of fee simple or lesser estate in
and to such easements and highways, or portions thereof, as considerations for just compensation, either
in money or in relocation facilities:

Now, therefore,

SECTION 1. That the County Highway Commissioners and County Judge in counties having a population
of not less than 23,890 nor more than 23,895, are hereby jointly authorized, empowered and directed to
determine the terms, conditions, and monetary considerations for the acquisition of such lands, easements
and rights of way forming county highways or portions thereof, including all rights of the public for road
purposes, as well as the reversionary rights of the counties in which located, as for the damaging of such
easements and rights of way; and the County Highway Commissioners and the County Judge are further
empowered, authorized and directed to execute in behalf of the counties heretofore referred to, any and all
necessary contracts or agreements or, if in judicial proceedings, any stipulations with the United States of
America, and to execute and deliver with respect to the interest therein of the counties heretofore referred
to, all necessary deeds, easements, or other conveyances which may be required in connection with the
relocation, alteration, abandonment, extinguishment of rights or other things concerning roads, bridges
or other facilities on the properties of the counties in which the same are located, and such deeds or
conveyances shall include any and all reversionary interest in such highway rights of way of any county
or other political subdivision of the State; provided, however, that such abandonments, conveyances or
relocations shall not require advertising, judicial approval, or any other requirement prior to effective
accomplishment.

SECTION 2. That all laws or parts of laws in conflict with this Act be and the same are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: January 9, 1951.
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