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March 31, 2025

Creation of the County

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Creation of the County
Acts of 1807 Chapter 72

SECTION 1. That there be a new county established within the following bounds, to wit: Beginning on
the south east corner of Warren county, thence with the south boundary line of Warren, to the western
boundary line of Bedford county, thence with said line to the southern boundary line of the state, thence
east with the state line to the south west corner of Bledsoe county, thence northwardly to the beginning;
which said bounds shall constitute a new and distinct county, to be known by the name of FRANKLIN.

SECTION 2. That for the administration of justice, a county court shall be held by the justices of the peace
for said county, at the house where Maj. William Russell now lives, on the fourth Mondays in January, April,
July, and October, in each and every year; and said court shall continue to be held at said Russell's until
otherwise provided by law; and said courts shall be held until the same laws, rules and regulations, and
shall have and exercise the same power and jurisdiction, as the other county courts within this state.

SECTION 3. That it shall be the duty of the sheriff of the said county of Franklin, to hold an election at the
place of holding courts in the same, on the first Thursday in the month of April next, and on the succeeding
day, for the purpose of electing one colonel and two majors of militia, which elections shall be held under
the same laws, rules and regulations, as the elections for the same officers in the other counties within this
state; and said officers shall have the same powers, and be subject to the same laws and duties, as the
other colonels and majors of militia within this state.

SECTION 4. That the sheriff of said county of Franklin, on the days prescribed by the constitution of
this state, shall hold an election in said county, at the place of holding court, under the laws governing
elections in like cases, for the purpose of electing a governor for the state, member or members of the
state legislature, members of congress, (and when required by law) electors to elect the president and
vice president of the United States; and it shall be the duty of said sheriff, to meet the plaintiff of Jackson
county, on the Monday immediately succeeding each of said elections, at the court house of Jackson county,
for the purpose of comparing the votes taken at Franklin with those taken in Jackson; and the sheriff of
Jackson after the comparison takes a place, shall certify the person duly elected.

SECTION 5. That general musters and courts martial shall be held at the place of holding courts in the
said county of Franklin, on the following days, (to wit:) the general muster, on the first Thursday in the
month of September, in each year; and the court martial on the same day in the following month; which
musters and courts martial shall be governed by the laws in force regulating the militia--And the militia
of said county, shall be attached to, and be a part of the fourth brigade, and shall be the thirty second
regiment; and the said county of Franklin, shall be, and compose a part of Winchester district, and shall
send three jurors to the superior courts at Carthage.

Passed: December 3, 1807.
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