
November 19, 2024

Chapter XIII - Utility Districts
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu

CTAS - Chapter XIII - Utility Districts

Page 1 of 15



Chapter XIII - Utility Districts ................................................................... ... 3
Dyer Levee and Drainage District ........................................................... ... 3

Public Acts of 1913 Chapter 1 (Extraordinary Session) ....................... ... 3
Dyersburg Suburban Consolidated District ............................................. ... 9

Private Acts of 1961 Chapter 287 ........................................................ ... 9
Northwest Tennessee Development Agency ........................................... . 10

Public Acts of 1967 Chapter 345 .......................................................... . 10
Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority ........................................................ . 14

Public Acts of 1975 Chapter 371 .......................................................... . 14
Utility Districts - Historical Notes ........................................................... . 15

Table of Contents

Page 2 of 15



Chapter XIII - Utility Districts
Dyer Levee and Drainage District
Public Acts of 1913 Chapter 1 (Extraordinary Session)
COMPILER'S NOTE: Some of the provisions of this act may have been superseded by Title 69, Chapter 6
of Tennessee Code Annotated.

SECTION 1. That the lands contained within the following boundaries--to wit: Beginning on the north side
of the Obion River, at the mouth thereof, and running from thence up the said river as it meanders to the
mouth of the Forked Deer River; thence up the north side of the Forked Deer River to the east boundary of
the Martin Armstrong Grant No. 164; thence north with said wast boundary line to where the same crosses
the center line of the Tiger Tail Branch of the Illinois Central Railroad, thence in a westerly direction to the
south boundary line of the corporation of Finely, Tenn; thence with the south and west boundary lines of
the corporation of Finley to the center line of the Chicago, Memphis and Gulf Railroad, thence with said
center line of said railroad to the north bank of the Obion River, thence up said river, with its meanders, to
where the North boundary line of the John Dugan grant for three thousand acres strikes the same; thence
west with north boundary line of the said Dugan Tract to where the same crosses the road leading from
Cobb's Ferry, thence north with said Cobb's Ferry Road to the road leading from Lane's Ferry to Curtner
Springs, thence continuing in a westerly and northerly direction with the said Curtner Springs Road, past
Curtner Springs , and continuing on north with the road that lies nearest the hills, crossing the Dyer and
Obion County line, to Webb's Store, in Obion County ; thence to the edge of Realfoot Lake at low-water
mark, thence south and west with the borders of the lake at low-water mark to the west end of the bridge at
the head of the washout in Lake County, Tenn.; thence in a westerly direction to the bank of the Mississippi
River, thence down the said river, with its meanders, to the beginning--be, and the same are, hereby
constituted a levee and drainage district, to be known as the "Dyer Levee and Drainage District," with all
the power and privileges that such district would have if established under and by virtue of the Act of the
General Assembly of 1909, Chapter No. 185.

SECTION 2. That E. Rice, of Dyer County, Tenn.; R.C. Donaldson, of Lake County Tenn.; and Tom Morris,
of Obion county, Tenn., are hereby appointed a Board of Directors of the above mentioned district, and as
such Directors they shall have the general control and management of the business affairs of said district
and supervision of the same, and be vested with power and authority to make contracts as provided by
this Act for all improvement to be done in said district; that at the January term , 1915, of the Quarterly
County Court of Obion County , and every four years thereafter, there shall be elected by the said County
Quarterly Court one freeholder of said county , who is interested in the lands of said district, to succeed
the said Tom Morris; that at the January term, 1916 of the County Quarterly Court of Lake county and
every four years thereafter, there shall be elected by the said County Quarterly Court one freeholder of
said county , who is interested in the lands of said district, to succeed the said R.C. Donaldson; and at the
January term of 1917 of the Quarterly County Court of Dyer County and every four years thereafter, there
shall be elected by the said County Quarterly Court one freeholder of said county , who is interested in the
lands of said district, to succeed the said E. Rice. If there shall be a vacancy in the office of the said Board
of Directors at any time because of resignation or other reasons, the county Court of the county in which
said vacancy occurs shall appoint another Director of like qualifications to fill such vacancy until the next
Quarterly County Court of said county, at which time the said vacancy shall be filled by the election of a
Director by the said Quarterly Court; and for sufficient reason the County Court may remove a Director so
appointed, but not until such Director has had at least five days' notice of the time of the hearing and of
the grounds upon which he should be removed as alleged; and he shall thus be entitled to be heard and to
introduce proof on the issue as to whether he shall be so removed as a Director; and if on the hearing the
decision of the County Court is that he be removed, he may appeal therefrom on giving cost bond to the
Circuit Court of the county, where the matter shall be heard anew and such judgement given as that court
deems just and proper. If a Director is removed, the County Court shall appoint another to serve until
the next meeting of the Quarterly Court of the county whose Director shall have been removed. The said
above-mentioned persons shall, within thirty days after the passage of this Act, organize by the election of
one of the three members as Chairman and one of the three members as Secretary and Treasurer.

SECTION 3. That the said Board of Directors shall, within ninety days from and after the passage of this
Act, make a report, which said report shall be filed with the Clerk of the county of each of eh said counties
of Dyer, Lake, and Obion, in which said report they shall show the location of the levee to be established
from the grounds of Lake County, Tenn., at Tiptonville, to the mouth of the Obion River, showing the
ownership of each tract of land over which the said levee shall run, as far as is practicable, and ascertain
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the said ownership and the number of acres to be taken therefrom to properly construct the said levee.
They shall also show the location of any drainage ditch or ditches that may be necessary to carry off the
water that may interfere with such levee, showing also the necessary change of any water course within
the said district that may be necessary for the proper erection and protection of such a levee, giving the
names of the owner of the land over which the said ditch or ditches may pass and the number of acres
to be taken therefrom; and that for the making of said report and the ascertaining of such information
the said Board of Directors shall have the power to employ such engineer or engineers, rodman, axmen,
and other help as they may be necessary, returning an itemized expense account to the said County Court
Clerks of Dyer, Lake, and Obion. Said report submitted within ninety days to the County Court Clerks, if
nor complete as to any details, further time may be granted by said County Courts in which to complete
said report as to specific details. In making up said report, the Board of Directors may, if they see fit, rely
upon the survey and the report by the engineers of the Federal Government under and by virtue of the Act
of Congress approved July 25, 1912.

The said Board of Directors shall also submit a report, showing the estimated cost of constructing such a
levee and necessary ditches, and in said report may rely upon the said survey and report of the Federal
authorities aforesaid.

The said Board of Directors shall confer with the Mississippi River Commission, and ascertain what portion of
the cost of construction will be borne by the said Federal Government, and make return of such information
with the above said report.

SECTION 4. That upon the report of the Board of Directors being filed, five days' notice to the owner, his
agent or representative, if such can be found in the county, and, if not, by publication of some newspaper
of said county, will be given by the Clerk of the County Court in which the land lies, to the owners of said
lands which are sought to be taken for the erection of said levee or drainage ditches, that said land shall
be appropriated for the purpose aforesaid; and the County Court of the county within which the land lies,
to the owners of said lands which are sought to be taken for the erection of said levee or drainage purpose
aforesaid; and the County Court of the county within which the land sought to be taken lies will, within four
months after the passage of this Act, appoint viewers, who, after being duly sworn to act impartially and
faithfully to the best of their ability, shall proceed to view the premises and determine and fix the amount
of damages to which each claimant is entitled, and file a report in writing with the County Court Clerk,
showing, first, the value of the lands sought to be taken, and second the amount of incidental damages
each claimant will be entitled to because of the establishment of the proposed improvement. The report of
the viewers shall be filed as soon as practicable; and if any of them fail or refuse to act for any reason, or
they do not proceed to act with promptness, the County Court may appoint other viewers in place of any or
all of them.

In estimating the damages, the viewers shall give the value of the land proposed to ve taken, without
deduction; but incidental benefits may be taken into consideration in estimating the incidental damages.

SECTION 5. That upon the (sic) filing the said report, the court will enter a judgement in favor of party
whose land is taken against the said levee and drainage district, and from which said judgement either the
said levee and drainage district or any party aggrieved may appeal to the next term of Circuit Court of the
county in which said judgement is rendered; and any party so desiring to appeal shall have the benefit of
such appeal at any time within ten days after such decision is made, without formally praying an appeal,
by filing with the Clerk of the County Court notice of such an appeal, at the same time filing with said Clerk
a bond, to be approved by the said Clerk, in the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, and conditioned to
pay all costs and expenses of the appeal, unless the finding of the Circuit court shall be more favorable to
the appellant or appellants than the finding or decision of the County Court; provided , however, that it
shall not be necessary for the levee and drainage district to execute any such bond.

The Circuit Court shall hear any such appeal de novo, and the proceedings shall be as in other condemnation
cases.

SECTION 6. That any person claiming damages as compensation for of on account of the construction of
such levee or drainage ditch or ditches shall, within four months after the passage of this act, file such
claim in the office of the County Court of the county in which the said property lies, and, on failure to
file such claim within the specified time, shall be held to have waived his rights thereto. If any claims for
damages have been filed as above provided, the viewers appointed under the foregoing section shall assess
such damages and make report thereof to the County Court of the county in which such damages accrue,
upon which said report the said county Court shall enter judgement against said levee district. Either party
may appeal from such judgement to the Circuit Court of said county by giving bond and notice as in the
foregoing section; provided, however, it shall not be necessary that the levee and drainage district execute
such appeal bond.

SECTION 7. That after the said amounts of damages shall have been fixed by the said County Court upon
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report of the said viewers, the amount of all such damages shall, by said court, be required to be paid in
the first instance by the said levee and drainage district or be secured to be paid upon such terms and
conditions as the County Court may deem just and proper; that after said judgement shall have entered,
the said County Court shall enter a proper order of condemnation, showing all such lands are appropriated
and belong to such levee and drainage district for all its necessary purposes; and the said court will issue
a writ of possession and put the said Board of Directors of the said levee and drainage district in possession
of the said property so appropriated.

SECTION 8. That the appeal hereinbefore provided for shall in no way affect the issuance of the writ of
possession by the said County Court after the said judgement against the said levee and drainage district
shall have been paid or secured as provided for hereinabove.

SECTION 9. That when the said levee and drainage ditches necessary for proper erection thereof shall
have been located as provided in this Act, the County Court of each county shall appoint one Commissioner
from its county, who shall be a freeholder of the county from which he is appointed, not living in the levee
and drainage district herein provided for and not interested therein or in any like question, nor related to
any party whose land is affected thereby; and they shall as soon as practicable after their appointment,
and after being duly sworn to perform their duty faithfully and impartially to the best of their ability,
inspect and classify all the lands benefited by the location and construction of such drainage or levee
district in the graduated scale of benefits, naming the tract or tracts of each owner, and so classifying the
same, each tract to be numbered according to the benefit received, as below provided, by the proposed
improvement; and they shall make an equitable apportionment and assessment of the cost, expenses,
costs of construction, fees, and damages assessed for the construction of any such improvement, and make
report in writing thereof to the County Court of the county wherein such tract lies.

In making said estimate and apportionment, the lands receiving the greatest benefit shall be marked on
the scale of 100, and those benefited in a less degree shall be marked with such percentage of 100 as the
benefit received bears in proportion thereto. This classification, when finally established, shall remain as
a basis for all future assessments connected with the objects of said drainage and levee district, unless
the County Court, for good cause, shall authorize a revision thereof. In making such classification, said
Commissioners are authorized to divide the land of one owner lying in one body into more than one tract
and classify each subdivision thereof, if they are of the opinion that portions of such entire tract will be
more benefited than other portions, and especially when such entire tract is a large one, and that it will
be more equitable and just to so classify it in subdivisions. In the report of said Commissioners they shall
specify each tract of land by reasonable description, and the ownership thereof, as the same appears on
the tax books of the county, if such description is practicable; if not, such description as they deem best.

After the said reports shall have been filed, the levee and drainage district or any party or parties interested
who is affected thereby, or whose lands are assessed, shall have thirty days in which to file objections to
said report; and the said County Court of the county in which said objections shall have been filed shall
proceed to hear and determine all objections to said report filed, and may increase, diminish, or annul or
affirm the apportionment or assessment made in such report, or any parts thereof, as may appear to the
court to be just and equitable; and when such hearing shall have been had, the County Court shall assess
the said apportionment so fixed by it upon the land within such levee or drainage district.

If the first assessment made by the court for the original cost of an improvement as provided in this Act is
insufficient, the court may make an additional assessment in same ratio as the first. If for any reason the
court annuls in toto or set aside such report or remove them and appoint new Commissioners to act as in
the first instance, if desired by the parties concerned.

SECTION 10. That the assessments shall be levied upon the land of the owners so benefited in the ratio
aforesaid, and shall be collected in the same manner as taxes for the county purpose, except as herein
provided; and the funds so collected shall be kept as a separate fund, and shall be paid out only for the
purposes properly connected with such warrant of the judge or chairman of the County Court.

SECTION 11. That an appeal may be taken to the Circuit Court of the county from the order of the County
Court fixing the assessment or benefits upon the lands in the same manner and time as provided for appeals
from the assessment of damages, and the action of the Circuit Court shall be certified by the Clerk of the
said Circuit Court to the County Court.

SECTION 12. That when an appeal is taken from an order of the County Court made in any proceeding
before it under this act, the County Court may employ counsel to present the interests of the levee and
drainage district affected by such appeal, and on the trial thereof in the appellate courts, and the expenses
of such counsel shall be paid out of the drainage fund of such district.

SECTION 13. That in said counties of Dyer, Lake, and Obion the County court Clerk of such county shall
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provide a book, to be known as the "Levee and Drainage Record," to be paid for by each of said counties;
and the said Clerk shall keep therein a full and complete record of all the proceedings arising under this
act, including all the orders made by the County Court and certified from the circuit Court, and a copy of all
bonds required to be given under this Act, etc.

SECTION 14. That the fees of the county Court Clerk in proceedings under this act shall be the same as for
similar service now allowed by law; and in such case the County Court may allow said clerk an additional
sum for extra service, or services not covered by existing fee bills or statutes, to be fixed by the court and
paid as other costs and expenses in the case or proceedings.

SECTION 15. That where any assessments made and levied under this act cannot for any reason be
enforced and part of the work has been done, the County Court shall proceed as to any or all lands benefited
by said improvement in the same manner as if the appraisement and apportionment of benefit had never
been made, in which event any payment already made shall be duly credited to those who have paid the
same.

SECTION 16. That no contracts for improvements have been done in such drainage or levee district shall
be made until after the Commissioners provided for in this Act have made their inspection, classification,
and apportionment, and assessment of benefits have been determined and settled by the court; but after
the said Commissioners and the court have so acted, then such contract may be made by the Board of
Directors of said district. Before entering into any contracts for improvements, the Board of Directors of
said district shall cause notice to be given once a week for four consecutive weeks in some newspaper
published in the county wherein such improvement is located, and such additional publication elsewhere
as they may direct, of the time and place of letting the work for construction of said improvement; and
in such notice they shall specify the approximate amount of work to be done in each section and the time
fixed for the commencement and completion thereof; and they shall award contract or contracts for each
section of the work to the lowest responsible bidder or bidders thereof, or they may award the contract as
a whole to the lowest responsible bidder, exercising their own discretion as to letting said work as a whole
or in sections, and reserving the right to reject any and all bids and readvertise the letting of the work.

The successful bidders shall be required to execute a bond, with sufficient surety, payable to the county,
for the use and benefit of the levee and drainage district, in an amount equal to twenty-five per centum
of the estimated cost of the work so let, or he may deposit such amount in cash with the Treasurer of the
Board of Directors as security for the performance of his contract; and upon execution of such a bond, or
the making of such deposit, the deposit originally made with his bid shall be returned to him.

SECTION 17. That said Board of Directors shall employ a competent engineer to take charge and
supervision of such improvement work, contracting with him for compensation for his services in such sum
or at such rate as may be agreed upon, and to be paid as other expenses of such district. The Directors
may remove such engineer and contract with another if they see fit for any reason.

The engineer in charge of the construction shall furnish this contractor monthly estimates of the amount of
work done on each section; and upon filing the same with the County Court Clerk, the Judge or Chairman
of the County Court of Dyer, Lake, and Obion Counties shall draw a warrant in favor of such contractor for
eighty per centum (80%) of the work done, according to the estimate of each of the county's proportionate
part; and when said work is complete to the satisfaction of the Board and said engineer, and so certified
by him and said Board, such certificates files with the County Court Clerk, then the Judge or Chairman of
said County Court shall draw a warrant in favor of the contractor for each county's proportionate part of
the balance due. All warrants shall be drawn upon the County Trustee or Treasurer as the ordinary county
warrants are drawn, but shall be payable only out of the funds provided for by such levee and drainage
district, and shall so state upon their faces. the Board of Directors shall require such engineer to give bond
in such sum as they may deem proper for the faithful performance of his duties, such bond to be payable
to the county or State, for the use of such improvement district, and filed with the County Court Clerk and
recorded in the drainage record; provided, however, the said board of Directors may make an agreement
with the Mississippi River Commission to allow the said work of construction to be done under the control
and direction of the Federal Government; and the portion chargeable to the said drainage district may be
paid out upon such terms as the said Board of Directors may deem to the best interest of said district.
Copy of such agreements shall be filed with the County Court Clerk of said counties.

SECTION 18. That whenever any railroad or public highway will be beneficially affected by the
construction of such improvement or improvements in such district established hereunder, it shall be the
duty of the Commissioners appointed to classify and assess benefits, to determine and return in their report
the amount of the benefit to such railroad upon its nearest station agent, and as to such highway, notice
shall be served upon the Judge of Chairman of the County Court; and when such special assessments have
been approved and filed by the County Court as hereinbefore provided, as to such railroad company; and
unless the same is paid by the railroad company as special assessment, it may be collected in the name
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of the county in any court having jurisdiction; and as to a highway, such assessment shall be paid by the
county our of the general fund or highway tax fund, such assessments to be paid into the fund of such
levee and drainage district.

SECTION 19. That whenever the making of such improvement across a public highway necessitates the
building of a bridge over the same, the county shall build and construct the same and pay all the cost
thereof out of the county bridge fund, if such fund be provided, and, if not, out of the general county fund.

COMPILER'S NOTE: Section 20 does not appear in the text of the original version.

SECTION 21. That the assessments as provided for by this act shall be collected by the County Trustee
as county taxes are collected, except as herein provided; and the funds so collected shall be kept as a
separate fund, and shall be paid out only for the purposes properly connected with such improvement on
the order or warrant of the County Judge or Chairman; but such assessments may be collected by bill filed
in chancery as herein provided, and no personal property of the owner of land so assessed shall be liable or
distrained upon for such assessment.

SECTION 22. That the improvement in the levee and drainage district herein provided for may consist
solely, if so desired by those concerned, in the changing in whole or in part of the course or channel of
a natural water course, or in straightening, as far as practicable, such water course and cleaning our so
much of its natural channel as it is desired to utilize; or the improvement in such drainage district may, in
addition to the main ditch or drain or channel, include such other lateral and other ditches and levees as
may be deemed proper and necessary.

SECTION 23. That if the County Court shall determine that the estimated cost of reclamation and
improvement of such district of land or levee or drainage district of is greater than should be levied in a
single year upon the lands benefited, the court may fix the amount that shall be levied and collected each
year, and may issue drainage bonds of the county, bearing not more that six per centum interest, said
interest payable annually; and may devote such bonds at par, with accrued interest, to the payment of
the expenses and word as it progresses, or may sell the same at not less than par, with accrued interest,
and devote the proceeds to such payment; and if in the sale of said bonds a premium is received, such
premium shall be credited to the drainage fund; and should the cost of such work exceed the estimate,
a new apportionment of the assessment may be made and levied and other bonds issued and sold in like
manner, but in no case shall the bonds run longer than twenty years. Any property owner may pay the full
amount of the benefit before such bonds are issued and receive a receipt in full therefor. Such payment
shall be made to the County Trustee, and it shall ve the duty of he County Clerk to certify to the Trustee
the amount of any such assessment when requested to do so, and the Trustee shall enter the same upon
the assessment lists in his lands in a separate place provided therefor, and shall furnish the County Clerk
with duplicate receipts given for all assessments so paid in full, one of which the Clerk shall deliver to the
Judge or Chairman of the County Court; and the Trustee shall also give a receipt to the property owner
so paying in full. The terms and time of payment of the bonds so issued shall be fixed by the Board of
Directors of the improvement district, and such bonds shall be signed by the Judge or Chairman of the
County Court and countersigned by the Clerk of the County Court, each of said officers signing his name
officially, and shall be verified either by the county seal or seal of the County Court Clerk. Each bond shall
show expressly upon its face that it is to be paid only by assessments levied and collected on the lands
within the said district, nor shall any assessment be levied or collected for the payment of said bond or
bonds, or the interest thereof, or any property, real or personal, outside said district.

Such bond shall be in denominations of not less than fifty dollars, and the County Court of each county shall
determine whether bonds shall be issued to meet the expense, etc., of the improvement so far as the lands
of the district lie in that county; and if so issued, the bonds shall be signed by the Judge or Chairman of the
County Court of such county and countersigned by the County Court Clerk and verified by the county seal
or seal of the County Clerk, and shall be payable only out of the assessments levied for such improvement
on the lands in such county.

SECTION 24. That if the Board of Directors of said levee and drainage district provided for by this Act
deem best, instead of issuing bonds, they may direct that warrants shall be issued or drawn on such district
or on the County Trustee of each county by the Judge or County Chairman of each County Court, to be
paid out of the funds of such district only, and at such times as the assessments may be due, or as may be
deemed best, the time of the maturity of assessments as fixed being considered, such warrants to be issued
or drawn for all lawful demands on such district, and to bear interest at not more than six per centum per
annum.

SECTION 25. That the assessments provided for by this act, when made and levied, shall be and become
valid liens upon such lands so assessed, just as State and county taxes are liens upon lands; and when
such assessments have been due and delinquent for sixty days, bills may be filed in Chancery Court of the
county or chancery district in which the land lies, upon which such assessments are due and delinquent, for
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the collection thereof out of such lands by sale thereof, in all cases except in cases where the assessment
is made against a railroad company or public highway as herein provided for. Such bills in chancery shall
be filed in the name of the county in which the land is situated, for the use of the said levee and drainage
district, and against the owner if known, and, if unknown against them as such ; and the owners of all
lands upon which assessments are delinquent may be defendants to the same bill and parties thereto.
When it is desired by the Board of Directors, or other parties interested entitled to sue, to file such bill,
the County Trustee, upon request, shall make out a statement or list, showing all the lands upon which
such assessments are so delinquent, and the names of the owners thereof, as appears upon the drainage
assessment book, or showing any tract assessed to unknown owners, if such be the case, and certify as
Trustee to the correctness of such statement or list as the same appears upon said book; and in such
chancery suits such certified statement or list shall be prima facie proof to authorize a decree of sale in
the absence of rebutting proof of the facts shown by such certified statement. Such suits in chancery shall
be preceded with as other suits are in said court, except that the court, may hear the case as to anyone
or more defendants, though the case may not be disposed of as to the other defendants. When a sale is
ordered in such suit and is made and reported, the Clerk and Master of such court so making the sale shall
report what public taxes, if the same be confirmed, shall be paid first out of the proceeds of such sale
before such sale by the Chancery Court, it shall vest title out of the owner and vest it in the purchaser,
the lands so purchased shall be subject, in the hands of the purchases his heirs or assigns, to any other
assessment not yet due or unpaid that may have been made and fixed and levied upon it at the time of
such confirmation of sale, for the benefit of said levee and drainage district, on account of which such sale
has been made. When any such sale is made by decree of the Chancery Court, it shall be for cash; and
the owners of the lands so sold shall have two years from the date of confirmation of such sale in which
to redeem the same by paying to the Clerk and Master of such court making the sale the amount paid by
the purchaser for the said land, with legal interest thereon, to the date of redemption, and also a further
sum equal to ten per centum of the amount so paid by the purchaser of said lands. In such proceedings
in Chancery Court the attorney or solicitor employed and attending to the suit shall be allowed as a fee ten
per centum of the amount due as an assessment or assessments on each tract of land decreed sold, the
same to be charged up in the decree as a part of the judgement for which the land is to be sold; and when
such lands are redeemed as herein provided, and this fact is made satisfactory to appear to the Chancery
Court, the court shall enter a decree in the cause, adjudging the lands so redeemed and declaring it to be
the property of the owner so redeemed, or his heirs or assigns, if redeemed by his heirs or assigns, and if
necessary, may award a writ of possession to put the person so redeeming into possession of the land.

Provided, however, that infants and persons who are lunatics and of unsound mind shall have the further
period of one year after removal of such disability in which to redeem their lands sold under the provisions
of this Act, under like terms as to amounts to be paid, in redemption as above provided.

SECTION 26. That the assessments provided for by this Act, if not paid by the owners of the lands
assessed, shall be collected only out of the lands so assessed for said improvement purposes, and shall not
be collected by distress warrant or otherwise out of any other property, real or personal, of the owners of
the lands so assessed under the provisions of this Act.

SECTION 27. That engineers employed by the Board of Directors of said levee and drainage district
to supervise the work, etc., shall be paid for their services such salary or sum as may be agreed upon
between them and such Board of Directors; that engineers appointed hereunder by either of said County
Courts shall be paid for services at such rate as the courts appointing them may fix, and, if so fixed at the
rate of five dollars per day while engaged in the work, and, in addition, all actual traveling expenses, an
itemized account of such expenses to be kept by item and reported and sworn to; that the viewers and
Commissioners provided for by this act shall be paid at the rate of three dollars per day while engaged in the
work , and, in addition, all actual expenses, including board paid fork an itemized account of the same being
reported and sworn to; and the other necessary help aiding the engineer, viewers, and Commissioners,
such as chain carriers, axmen, etc., shall be paid not more than two dollars per day.

For collecting and paying out assessments under this Act the Count Trustee shall receive the same
compensation that he receives for collecting public taxes, and for any certified statement furnished by him
the same fee per one hundred words as are allowed clerks of courts for certified copies of records; and if
there be any services required of any person under the provisions of this Act and the rate of pay therefor is
not provided for hereby, then the County Court shall fix the amount of rate of pay in such cases; provided,
however, that the members of the Board of Directors shall not be entitled to receive any pay for their
services, but only be reimbursed or paid their actual expenses incurred on account of attending to their
duties as Directors, an account of the same to be kept, made out, and sworn to by each.

SECTION 28. That if any person to whom the work, or any portion of the work, in such levee or drainage
district has been let shall fail to perform the same according to the terms specified in the contracts, then
the cash deposited by him shall be forfeited for the benefits of such district and be paid into its funds; or
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if bond has been given by such contracting party so failing, then recovery of the damages sustained may
be had by suit in the name of the payee in such bond for the use of such district, and such damage or
judgement therefor collected and paid into the funds of such district.

SECTION 29. That the owners of lands which require combined drainage may provide for the
establishment of a drainage district, or location and construction of drains, ditches, and water courses, upon
their lands by mutual agreement in writing, duly signed, acknowledged, and filed with the County Court.
Such agreement may include the location, the character of work to be done, the adjustment of damages,
the classification of the lands to be benefited thereby, the amount of special assessments to be levied, or so
many of these or other provisions as may be agreed upon and to such extent shall be as valid and binding
as though performed in the mode and manner provided for in the Act of the General Assembly of 1909,
Chapter No. 185.

Under the filing of the agreement with the County Court Clerk, the County Court shall establish such
drainage district and locate the ditch, drain, or other water course, as provided for in said mutual
agreement, according to the terms thereof, and shall thereafter have full and complete jurisdiction of the
parties and subject matter, and order such procedure under the provisions of this act of under the Act of
the General Assemble of 1909, Chapter No. 185, as may be required or is necessary to carry out the object,
purpose, and intention of such agreement, and to complete and construct the desired improvement, and
shall retain jurisdiction of the same as fully as in other cases made and provided for by the Act of the
General Assembly of 1909, Chapter No. 185.

SECTION 30. That the preliminary expenses of such levee or drainage district, ditch, or water course
improvement provided for by this Act (not including contracts for the construction) may be paid, by order
of the Quarterly County Court of either of said counties of Dyer, Lake, and Obion, out of the general fund of
said county, the same so paid to be refunded to said county out of the assessments collected from the lands
of the said levee and drainage district when so collected; provided also, that the said Board of Directors
shall have the power to contract indebtedness for preliminary expenses to a sum not exceeding twenty-five
hundred dollars. If such indebtedness shall be contracted by said Board of Directors, the said Board of
Directors shall make out a statement thereof, which shall be itemized and sworn to and filed in the office
of the Clerk of each of the said counties, when such sum shall by paid out of the funds arising from the
assessments of the lands in said levee and drainage district.

SECTION 31. That all the references to the County Court in this Act shall be held to mean the court
presided over by the Judge or Chairman, and not the Quarterly Court, unless the Quarterly Court is
specifically vested with jurisdiction and power to act.

SECTION 32. That this Act is not intended to apply to Reelfoot Lake proper and the waters thereof, or to
authorize the drainage of same, and this act shall not be construed in any way to authorize the draining of
said lake.

SECTION 33. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: September 15, 1913.

Dyersburg Suburban Consolidated District
Private Acts of 1961 Chapter 287
SECTION 1. That there is hereby created a utility district which shall be a municipality or public corporation
and shall constitute a body politic and corporate with power of perpetual succession but without power to
levy or collect taxes. "Said district shall include all of the territory now contained in Finley Utility District
of Dyer County, Tennessee and South Dyersburg Utility District of Dyer County, Tennessee and the district
boundaries shall be described as follows:

Being in the Fourth, Twelfth, and Tenth Civil Districts of Dyer County, Tennessee, and more particularly
described as follows:

Beginning at Corps of Engineers, U.S.A. Bench Mark A-58.1-36 latitude 35° 57' 18.41" (NAD),
longitude 89° 23' 12.52" (NAD), proceed North 47° 45' East approximately 9,531.25 feet to the
intersection of the centerline of Pond Creek and the centerline of Tennessee State Highway No. 20,
then proceed downstream on the centerline of the North Fork of the Forked Deer River, then proceed
downstream on the centerline of the North Fork of the Forked Deer River to a point which is 500'
Northeast of the centerline of U.S. No. 51 Bypass, then proceed Northwestwardly parallel to the
centerline of U.S. No. 51 Bypass to a point which is 200' North of the centerline of the Illinois Central
Railroad branch line track, then proceed Westwardly and parallel to the centerline of the Illinois
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Central Railroad branch line to longitude 89° 25' 00" then proceed due North approximately 5,000
feet to a point, then proceed due West approximately 24,583.3' to a point which is Corps of Engineers,
U.S.A. Bench Mark A-41.17-4, latitude 36° 02' 45.42" (NAD), longitude 89° 29' 58.11" (NAD), then
proceed due West a distance of 677.1 feet to a point, then proceed due East approximately 22,000
feet to a point, said point being on the centerline of the North Fork of the Forked Deer River, then
proceed downstream on the centerline of the North Fork of the Forked Deer River to its intersection
with the centerline of the South Fork of the Forked Deer River, then proceed upstream on the
centerline of the South Fork of the Forked Deer River to a point which is approximately 9,114.5 feet
due West of Bench Mark A-58. 1-36, then proceed due East approximately 9,114.5 feet to Bench
Mark A-58.1-36, the point of beginning.

Such district shall be known as "The Dyersburg Suburban Consolidated Utility District of Dyer County,
Tennessee". It is hereby found and declared that the public convenience and necessity require the creation
of such district and that the creation of such district is economically sound and desirable. As long as the
district continues to furnish any of the services which it is authorized to furnish under this Act it shall be the
sole public or municipal corporation empowered to furnish such services within the district.

SECTION 2. That the governing body of the district shall be a Board of

Commissioners to consist of three members. The first members of the Board shall be:

▪ H. A. Adams, to hold office to January 1, 1963

▪ S. J. Jones, to hold office to January 1, 1964

▪ Levi Carter, to hold office to January 1, 1965

Thereafter the term of office of each member shall be four years.

SECTION 3. That except as in this Act provided such district shall be regarded in all respects as a utility
district created pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 26 of Title 6 of Tennessee Code Annotated, and such
district and the Board of Commissioners thereof shall have all of the powers and shall be subject to all of
the duties prescribed in such chapter.

SECTION 4. That this Act is remedial in nature and is necessary because there are presently no provisions
in said Chapter 26 of Title 6 for the consolidation of utility districts and because it has been found
impracticable to market separately the bonds of Finley Utility District and South Dyersburg Utility Districts.

SECTION 5. That Finley Utility District of Dyer County, Tennessee and South Dyersburg Utility District of
Dyer County, Tennessee are hereby abolished. It has been ascertained that the Board of Commissioners of
each of said districts has requested that said district be abolished and that the consolidated district herein
described be created, and it has been further ascertained that neither of said districts has any bonds or
other obligations now outstanding.

SECTION 6. That all laws or parts thereof in conflict herewith are to the extent of such conflict hereby
repealed and this Act shall take effect from and upon its passage, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: March 9, 1961.

Northwest Tennessee Development Agency
Public Acts of 1967 Chapter 345
COMPILER'S NOTE: The following act is a public act of special application and is not codified in Tennessee
Code Annotated.

SECTION 1. That it is hereby created and established the Northwest Tennessee Development Agency,
being a public body corporate and politic, and for the purpose of this Act it will be hereinafter referred to as
the "Agency".

The Agency is created for the purpose of developing and effectuating plans and programs for comprehensive
development, including the control and development of the water resources of the Big Sandy River, West
Sandy Creek, Middle Fork of the Obion River, the combined Middle Fork and South Fork of the Obion River
from that point of confluence to the point of confluence with the Rutherford Fork of the Obion River, the
Middle Fork, South Fork, and Rutherford Fork of the Obion River from the points of their confluence to
their subsequent confluence with the North Fork of the Obion River, and of the Obion River proper from
such point of its confluence with the Mississippi River, located in Benton, Henry, Obion, and Dyer Counties,
Tennessee, and for the purpose of planning, developing, and constructing a fresh water canal, with the
necessary lakes, locks, and dams in the watershed of and along the waters of the aforesaid rivers and
creeks, and for the purpose of integrating plans, programs, and development activities with the overall
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development of the area described.

SECTION 2. That the organization of the Agency shall be as follows:

(1) The Agency shall be governed by a Board of Directors consisting of eleven (11) members.

(2) The County Legislative Body of each of the above-named counties shall nominate by majority vote
two (2) candidates for each directorship from the county. Candidates shall include persons active in
municipal, industrial, agricultural, commercial, and citizen organizations, such as the Northwest Tennessee
Development Agency, active in promoting comprehensive unified development of the resources and
economic growth of the watershed area of the aforesaid rivers, creeks, and tributaries. The presiding officer
of the governing body of each county shall certify such nominations to the governor, who shall appoint from
the nomination from each county one from each group of the two (2) nominated for each directorship.
From the above, the Governor shall appoint one for a term of two years, one for a term of four years, one
for a term of six years, and one for a term of eight years. However, such terms shall continue in all event
until successors are appointed. Successors shall be appointed for terms of eight years. In the event of a
vacancy on the Board, the Governor shall appoint a successor for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(3) The Governor shall appoint a resident of one of the aforesaid counties as the eleventh (11) Director, to
serve as such Director during the Governor's term of office.

(4) The County Judges of Benton, Henry, Weakley, Obion and Dyer Counties shall be ex officio members
of such Board of Directors.

(5) The situs and place of business of the body corporate and politic, or Agency, herein created, shall be
at Dresden, in Weakley County, Tennessee.

(6) Upon the completion of its membership, the appointees and those designated as ex-official members
shall meet and organize at Dresden, Tennessee, electing a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and
Secretary-Treasurer, and set a regular time and place for the meetings of the Board.

(7) Directors shall serve without compensation, except reimbursement for actual traveling expenses
and other necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties, such expenses to be
reimbursed from such funds as may be available to the Agency.

SECTION 3. That the powers, duties, and functions of the Agency shall be as follows:

(1) General

(a) Perpetual succession in corporate name.

(b) Sue and be sued in corporate name.

(c) Adopt, use, and alter a corporate seal, which shall be judicially noticed.

(d) Enter into such contract and cooperative agreements with the Federal, State, and local
governments, with agencies of such governments, with private individuals, corporations,
associations, and any other organizations as the Board may deem necessary or convenient to enable
it to carry out the purpose of this Act.

(e) Adopt, amend, and repeal by-laws.

(f) Appoint such managers, officers, employees, attorneys, and agents as the Board deems
necessary for the transaction of its business, fix their compensation, define their duties, require
bonds of such of them as the Board may determine. Salary of any such employees may be paid out
of such funds as may be available to the Agency from any source.

(2) Formulation and Execution of Development Plans

The Agency is authorized to:

(a) Investigate the resources of the watershed areas of the Big Sandy River, West Sandy Creek,
Middle Fork of the Obion River, the combined Middle Fork and South Fork of the Obion River from
their point of confluence to the point of confluence with the Rutherford Ford of the Obion River, the
Middle Fork, South Fork, and Rutherford Fork of the Obion River from the point of their confluence
to their confluence with the North fork of the Obion River, and of the Obion River proper from
such point to the point of its confluence with the Mississippi River, and determine the requirements
for their full development, and for the control and development of the watershed areas thereof,
including, but not limited to, the building and constructing of a fresh water canal for the purpose
of water transportation between the Tennessee and Mississippi Rivers, and for the further purpose
of furnishing large quantities of water for manufacturing and industrial purposes, and for the better
development of the economy of the general area.

(b) Develop and carry out a unified comprehensive program of resource development for the
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economic growth of the area. These plans shall be consistent with plans for state-wide economic
development.

(c) In making such investigations and in formulating development plans, to seek and utilize the
assistance of appropriate Federal, State, and local agencies and of private citizens and citizen
organizations interested in the conservation and development of the resources of the area.

(d) Provide, develop, and held as appropriate the needed and feasible cooperative arrangements
for the construction of water control structures, channel improvements, and facilities for navigation,
drainage, irrigation, water conservation and supply, industrial development, recreation, and land
improvement as a part of its comprehensive plans and, in aid of such activities, to accept loans and
grants, or other assistance, from Federal, State, and local governments, or from the agencies of such
governments.

(e) Arrange with any city, county, municipality, or supplier of utilities for the abandonment,
relocation, or other adjustment of roads, highways, bridges, and utility lines.

(f) To particularly arrange and develop plans with the Corp of engineers of the United States Army,
Department of Defense, for the surveying, locating, and constructing of a navigable canal, on and
along the aforesaid rivers and creeks, from the confluence of the Big Sandy River with the Tennessee
River, over, through, and along the waters of the Big Sandy River, West Sandy Creek, Middle Fork of
Obion River, and the combined waters of the Middle Fork, South Fork, Rutherford Fork of the Obion
River to their confluence with the North Fork of the Obion River, and the Obion River proper to its
confluence with the Mississippi River, so as to afford opportunity for the economic development of
such areas.

(g) To arrange, develop, and make all necessary contracts and agreements with the Middle Fork
Obion River Watershed District, of Henry and Weakley Counties, Tennessee, and with any and all
other watershed districts within the aforesaid areas, or that may hereafter be created within such
areas, or created on a tributary of any of the streams, hereinabove set out, which might be affected
by the projects contemplated for this Agency.

(3) Land Acquisition:

(a) To acquire by purchase, lease, gift, or in any manner other than by condemnation, property
of any kind, real, personal, or mixed, or any interest therein, which the Board deems necessary or
convenient to the exercise of its powers or functions, provided, that acquisition by condemnation
shall be limited to land, rights in land, including leaseholds and easements, and water rights, in, on,
and adjacent to the watershed areas of the above-named rivers, streams, and creeks, that the Board
deems to be necessary to the control and optimum development of the aforesaid rivers, streams,
and creeks, and their tributaries. The amount and character of interest in land, rights in land, water
rights to be acquired within any of these boundaries shall be determined by the Board of Directors
and its determination shall be conclusive. The Agency's power of eminent domain may be exercised
under Sections 23-1401 through 23-1425, Tennessee Code Annotated and any amendments thereto,
or pursuant to any other applicable statutory provisions, how in force or hereafter enacted, for the
exercise of the power of eminent domain; provided, that where condemnation proceedings are filed
shall, upon application of the Agency, and upon posting of a bond with the Clerk of the Court in such
amount as the Court may deem commensurate with the value of the property, order that writ of
possession shall issue immediately or as soon, and upon such terms as the Court in its discretion may
deem proper and just. The Agency is exclusively authorized to acquire by condemnation or otherwise
and hold for resale to private or other industrial organizations waterfront land that it determines to
be suitable for industrial or other appropriately planned uses, and such acquisition is hereby declared
to be for the public purpose of the State's industrial development and for the increase of industrial
development opportunities.

(4) Management and Operation:

(a) Enter into contracts with municipalities, corporations, or other public agencies, or political
subdivisions of any kind, or with others for the sale of water for municipal, domestic, agricultural, or
industrial use of or any other services, facilities, or commodities that the Agency may be in a position
to supply.

(b) Develop reservoirs and shoreline lands for recreational use and provide for their operation for
this purpose directly or by concessionaires, lessees, or vendees, or shoreline lands.

(c) Sell or lease shoreline lands acquired in connection with the development of the watershed areas
of the above-named rivers, streams, and creeks or the tributaries thereof, and included within the
area suitable to be developed by the Agency, for uses consistent with the Agency's development
plan and subject to such restrictions as the Agency deems necessary for reservoir protection and to
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such requirements as to: (1) character of improvements and activities, and (2) time within which
such improvements or activities shall be undertaken as the Agency deems appropriate to its overall
development plan.

(d) Acquire or operate shoreline lands of reservoirs owned by the United States of America as the
agent of the Federal agency having custody and control thereof under appropriate agreements with
such agencies.

(e) Acquire, construct, or operate such other facilities or works of improvement as are necessary to
effectuate the plans for comprehensive development of the area.

(f) To enter into contracts and agreements with The Tennessee Valley Authority, an agency of
the United States Government, for the purpose of constructing facilities and works within the area
embraced in this Act, including, but not limited to, the development of hydro-electric dams for the
purpose of manufacturing electrical power.

SECTION 4. That the Agency shall be authorized and have the authority with respect to finances as
follows:

(1) Financing

(a) Issue its bonds from time to time in an amount not to exceed a total of Ten Million Dollars
($10,000,000) for the purpose of paying in whole or in part the cost of the acquisition of necessary
land or interests therein and the development of the resources of the above-named rivers, streams,
and creeks, and expenses incidental thereto;

(b) Secure such bonds by a pledge of all of any of the revenues which may now or hereafter come to
the Agency from any source, by a mortgage or deed of trust of the Agency's land or any part thereof,
or by a combination of the two; and

(c) May make such contracts in the issuance of such bonds as may be necessary to assure the
marketability thereof.

SECTION 5. That the various counties, towns, and incorporated municipalities within the five
above-named counties sought to be improved by this Act:

(1) To contribute to the work of the Agency any amount or amounts of money that their respective
governing bodies, acting in their sole discretion, shall approve to be paid from the general fund of the
respective county or city. Quarterly County Courts and governing bodies of such cities or towns shall be
empowered to levy and collect ad valorem taxes for such purposes, which are hereby declared to be for
municipal and county public purposes.

(2) To issue their bonds as provided for counties in Sections 5-11-1 through 5-1125, Tennessee Code
Annotated, and for municipalities in Sections 6-1601 through 6-1632, Tennessee Code Annotated, to obtain
funds for the financing of public works by the Agency, or to secure advances made by Federal agencies for
the construction of public works in the above-named rivers, streams, and creeks pursuant to cooperative
agreements with the Agency.

SECTION 6. That the Board of Directors of the Agency shall report annually to the Governor of the State
of Tennessee and shall likewise report annually to the governing bodies of the various Counties, towns,
and incorporated municipalities of the area. Such reports shall include statement of financial receipts and
expenditures, and a summary of all activities and accomplishments for the period and proposed plans for
the next year.

SECTION 7. That all agencies of the State of Tennessee are hereby authorized and directed to extend their
cooperation and lend assistance to the Agency in the formulation and implementation of a development
program.

SECTION 8. That for purpose of coordinating its activities with the needs and undertakings of other
local organizations and groups, the Board of Directors may establish an advisory board consisting of
the Chairman of the Agency Board (who shall be chairman of the Advisory Board), and of sufficient
members to represent adequately so far as possible industry, commerce, agriculture, the general public,
any official planning and developmental bodies in the locality, and organized citizen groups working for the
development of the aforesaid rivers, streams, creeks, and tributaries.

SECTION 9. That there is hereby appropriated out of the Treasury of the State of Tennessee to the Agency
created by this Act, the sum of Ten Thousand and no/100 Dollars ($10,000) for the purpose of aiding in
the organization and development of the programs initiated and proposed by the Board of Directors of
the Agency, and particularly to promote the building of a fresh water transportation canal, including lock
and dams, as defined and set forth in this Act, by the Corp of Engineers, United States Army, Department
of Defense, and of the building and construction of dams, reservoirs, and other necessary facilities for
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the production of hydro-electric power by the Corp of Engineers, the Tennessee Valley Authority, or any
other agency of the Federal Government, or of the State of Tennessee, under the authority of the "State
Rural Electrification Authority Law," the same being Sections 65-2301 through 65-2323, Tennessee Code
Annotated, or the Tennessee Rural Electrification Authority, when and if organized by authority of Sections
65-2301 through 65-2323, Tennessee Code Annotated, provided, however, that the funds or portions
thereof, so appropriated, shall be paid out only upon a voucher approved by the member of the Board
of Directors appointed by the Governor under the terms of this Act and subject to the approval of the
Governor.

SECTION 10. That if any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or any part of this Act shall be held or
declared to be unconstitutional and void, if shall not affect the remaining part or parts of this Act, it being
hereby declared to be the legislative intent to have passed the remainder of this Act notwithstanding the
part held to be invalid, if any.

SECTION 11. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: May 25, 1967.

Obion-Forked Deer Basin Authority
Public Acts of 1975 Chapter 371
COMPILER'S NOTE: The following act is a public act of special application and is not codified in Tennessee
Code Annotated.

SECTION 1. The State of Tennessee, acting by resolution of its funding board, is authorized to issue and
sell direct general obligation interest-bearing bonds of the state of Tennessee in the amount of two million
dollars ($2,000,000). Such bonds may be issued and sold in one block or in several installments as the
funding board may determine, after advertisement as provided by law.

SECTION 2. Said bonds and the interest-bearing coupons attached thereto shall be in such form, mature
at such time or times within thirty (30) years from the date of their issuance, be payable at such place or
places both as to principal and interest, and be in such denomination and bear such rate of interest payable
semi-annually, as the funding board shall by resolutions direct. However, the maximum rate determined
by the funding board in no instance shall exceed the legal rate as provided in Section 47-14-104 of the
Tennessee Code Annotated. The bonds shall be executed in the name of the state by the governor and
the state treasurer, either manually or by facsimile signatures, and shall be countersigned by the secretary
of state or the comptroller of the treasury with the great seal of the state or a facsimile thereof attached
thereto, or imprinted thereon, and the interest coupons shall be executed with lithographed facsimile
signature of the governor and secretary of state. The bonds shall be sold by the funding board after the
advertisement as provided in this act; and when they have been sold, the proceeds derived from the sale
thereof shall be paid to the state treasurer to be disbursed by him and other fiscal officers and agencies
of the state as provided by the general law and this act. The bonds and interest payable thereon shall be
exempt from taxation by the state of Tennessee and each county, municipality and taxing district thereof.

SECTION 3. When the bonds are so issued and sold they shall be direct general obligations of the state
of Tennessee for the payment of which well and truly to be made according to the tenor, effect and terms
thereof the full faith and credit of the state, together with its taxing power, shall irrevocably be pledged.
The bonds authorized herein shall be issued agreeable to the terms of Chapter 165, Public Acts of 1937,
as amended, and Sections 9-901 through 9-920, inclusive, and Section 59-607 of the Tennessee Code
Annotated; and they shall be financed, retired and paid both as to principal and interest as provided in such
1937 act and Code sections and shall be subject to the terms and conditions therein and herein contained.

As additional security for the payment of the bonds with interest, as herein authorized, there is hereby
expressly pledges a sufficient amount of the sinking fund arising from the collection of taxes under the last
two paragraphs of Section 1, Chapter 17, Public Acts of 1949, as amended, to secure the prompt payment
of the bonds with interest as they fall due.

When the bonds are sold and proceeds paid over to the state treasurer, the funds shall be paid out by
him and the proper fiscal officers of the state, as provided by general law, but only on order of the
commissioner of agriculture, provided further, however, that a work program has been prepared by the
Obion-Forked Deer Basis Authority and approved by the commissioner of finance and administration and
the commissioner of agriculture.

SECTION 4. The proceeds of any and all issues of bonds herein authorized shall be allocated to the
Department of Agriculture for the purpose of providing funds for needed improvements in the Obion-Forked
Deer Basin, under the direction of the Department of Agriculture.
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SECTION 5. From the proceeds of any issue of bonds herein authorized, the funding board shall have
authority to cause such amounts to be withheld or deducted as necessary to defray the expense of
advertising the bond issue for the sale and furnishing an approved legal opinion of bond attorneys.

SECTION 6. No funds shall be obligated under the authority of this Act until such time as the General
Assembly has appropriated sufficient funds to pay the first year's obligation of principal and interest on the
amount of bonds to be issued and the state funding board has determined that such funds are available;
except that if obligations have already been incurred by authority of the State Building Commission for any
project for which the issuance of bonds is authorized herein, the provisions of this section shall not apply.

SECTION 7. This Act shall take effect on becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: May 30, 1975.

Utility Districts - Historical Notes
The following acts once applied to utility districts in Dyer County and are included here for historical
reference purposes.

1. Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 186, also created a Dyer Levee and Drainage District describing
the area involved and included in the District, and appointing as a Board of Directors E. Rice,
of Dyer County, W. R. Aleegee, of Lake County, and Tom Morris, of Obion County, who would
administer the affairs of the district. The Act provided for a court composed of the County Judges,
and Chairmen of the three counties who were obligated to hear and resolve the objections and
complaints of any who cared to file them. This Act contains over 50 printed pages which set up
guidelines and limitations to be applied to just about every conceivable situation of finance and
management. This act was declared unconstitutional in Mengel Box Company v. Fowlkes, 132
Tenn. 202, 186 SW 91 (1916), because the body of the bill exceeded the subject matter of the
caption.

2. Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 661, validated, confirmed, and made binding on all parties the sales,
leases, rentals, or other dispositions of municipally owned water, electric or other utilities, for the
consideration heretofore bargained which were sold and conveyed in the counties of Carroll, Dyer,
Gibson, Henry, and Weakley, all identified by the use of the 1920 Federal Census and population
figures.

3. Private Acts of 1961, Chapter 278, which was rejected by the Quarterly Court of Dyer County and
thus never became an effective law, created the Industrial Port Authority to facilitate transportation
in Dyer County on the Mississippi, Obion, and Forked Deer Rivers, which Authority would be
operated and managed by the Port Authority Commission to which nine broad grants of power were
made. The Port Authority involved the construction, management, and maintenance of publicly
owned ports, airports, storage, transfer, and transportation facilities by Dyer County. Named as
the first Commission were E. R. Moody, Joe Plummer, Ansil Boals, David Lanier, Dave Pennington,
Elmer Gardner, and Paul Bradshaw, all for five year terms. Basic guidelines and policies were
expressed in the Act for bond issues and the internal management of the facilities. Purchasing
regulations were supplied for securing all the goods and equipment needed. The Commission had
the authority to employ other professional people, as needed, such as engineers and architects.

4. Public Acts of 1977, Chapter 489, added a provision to Section 6-2614, Tennessee Code Annotated,
which was effective only in the counties specified, including Dyer County, at any time on petition
of 20% of the customers of a water utility district to the judge of the county in which a district is
located, or headquartered, a referendum would be called on whether the Board of Commissioners
of the district, or an individual member, or members, thereof would be ousted and a new Board
appointed, or member replaced. Other steps to be followed subsequent to the above were
contained in this statute.

5. Public Acts of 1981, Chapter 248, made proper amendments in the Code Sections involved,
beginning with Section 29-17-801, T.C.A., to state that levee and drainage districts located in Dyer,
and other counties, (identified with population figures) were hereby empowered and authorized to
acquire by the exercise of the power of eminent domain, as set out in this Act, such right-of-way,
land, material, and easements' right-of-way, as may be deemed necessary, suitable, or desirable
to construct levees, ditches, drains, or watercourses, or to straighten, widen, deepen, or change
natural watercourses in such districts.
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