
March 31, 2025

Late Charges
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Late Charges
Public Acts of 1971 Chapter 398
COMPILER'S NOTE: The following act is a public act of special application and is not codified in
Tennessee Code Annotated.

SECTION 1. No utility company licensed or chartered under the laws of this state and doing business in
municipalities having a population of 623,530 or more according to the 1970 federal census or any
subsequent federal census, in the form of furnishing water, gas, electricity, or sewer services, or any
combination thereof, shall assess prior to twenty-five (25) days from the regular meter reading date any
late charges or penalty charges, such as that reflected in "gross" amounts payable, whether in the form of
a percentage of the regular amount owed or any other form, on any customer's account provided said
customer shall apply to said utility company for a set date to pay said bill per month within said 25 day
period. However, nothing in this act shall be construed as prohibiting the granting of a discount to a
customer on the regular amount owed for early payment or payment within a specified period of time.

SECTION 2. This Act shall take effect on becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: May 21, 1971.
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