
March 31, 2025

Sheriff
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu

CTAS - Sheriff

Page 1 of 3



Sheriff ...................................................................................................... . 3
Private Acts of 1959 Chapter 184 .......................................................... . 3

Table of Contents

Page 2 of 3



Sheriff
Private Acts of 1959 Chapter 184
SECTION 1. That all abandoned, stolen, and/or recovered property of every kind and character, other
than as provided in Section 8 herein, but including motor vehicles which shall remain unclaimed with the
Sheriff's Office of Shelby County for the period of ninety days (90), the owners of which whether known or
not, shall fail or refuse within said period of ninety days (90) to claim or reclaim such property, may be
sold and disposed of at public auction as herein provided. By virtue of this Act the County of Shelby shall
have authority to divest and vest title to property sold under the hereinafter stated provisions.

SECTION 2. That the Sheriff of Shelby County shall give to the purchasing agent of Shelby County a list
of all property subject to sale hereunder and shall thereafter deliver said property, except motor vehicles,
to the purchasing agent before the date of sale, and take a receipt from the purchasing agent showing in
detail all property so delivered. Motor vehicles shall be kept by Sheriff until a sale has been made.

SECTION 3. That thirty days (30) notice of the time and place of sale, and a descriptive list of the
property and/or motor vehicles to be offered for sale, shall be posted at the Courthouse door of Shelby
County, Tennessee, and at another public place in the County, and a copy thereof sent by registered mail
to the last known address of the owner (in the event the name of the owner is known to the purchasing
agent), and thereafter said property shall be offered at public auction to the highest bidder for each piece
of property or assembled in lots, whichever, in the discretion of the purchasing agent of Shelby County,
shall tend to bring the best price for said property, except motor vehicles shall be sold separately.

SECTION 4. That said public auction shall be conducted at the place and hour designated in the notice,
and all sales shall be for cash.

SECTION 5. That the purchasing agent shall conduct said public auction, and he shall keep an accurate
statement of each article and/or motor vehicle sold, and the price bid and paid therefor, and shall make a
complete report in writing to the Chairman of the Quarterly County Court of Shelby County of the time
and place where said sale was conducted and all funds received on account of said auction sale, which
shall be delivered to the Chairman of the Quarterly County Court of Shelby County who shall give his
receipt therefor.

SECTION 6. That the Chairman of the Quarterly County Court of Shelby County is hereby required to
place all funds received by him under and by virtue of this Act to the credit of the general fund of the
County of Shelby, to be thereafter appropriated as the Quarterly County Court of Shelby County shall
order.

SECTION 7. That any property as herein provided which, after having been listed, advertised, and offered
for sale, shall bring no price, then and in that event the purchasing agent shall deem such property as
worthless and shall dispose of said property in such manner as he and the Sheriff may deem right and
proper, and he shall report to the Chairman of the Quarterly County Court of Shelby County the date and
manner of the disposal of such worthless property.

SECTION 8. That nothing in this Act shall be construed as repealing the provisions of any other Act now
in effect which provides for the disposition of abandoned, stolen, recovered and/or contraband property.

SECTION 9. That this Act shall have no effect unless the same shall have been approved by a two-thirds
vote of the Quarterly County Court of Shelby County within ninety days (90) after the sine die
adjournment of the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee. Its approval or non-approval shall be
proclaimed by the presiding officer of the body having jurisdiction to approve, or the reverse, and shall be
certified by him to the Secretary of State.

SECTION 10. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public
welfare requiring it.

Passed: March 11, 1959.
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