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July 22, 2024

Trapping Devices

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Trapping Devices
Private Acts of 1915 Chapter 347

SECTION 1. That it shall be unlawful for any person to set, more than two hundred yards from his
residence, in counties of 191,430 to 191,450 and in counties of 149,470 to 149,490, in population in
Tennessee according to the Federal Census of 1910 and all subsequent censuses, a steel trap, a dead fall,
or any other device that is liable to cause or capable of causing lingering pain or suffering to any animal,
beast or person caught therein, thereby or thereunder; provided that nothing in this Act shall be
construed as prohibiting any person from setting, anywhere upon his own lands, a steel trap on top of a
post or pole and more than four feet above the ground or on the ground above a dead fowl killed by a
hawk--the purpose in setting such steel trap in such place to be the catching of the hawk--and provided
further, that said trap set under said conditions shall be closed or taken up before six o'clock P.M., each
and every day.

As amended by: Private Acts of 1917, Chapter 124

SECTION 2. That a violation of this Act shall constitute a misdemeanor, and any person convicted of such
misdemeanor shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars for each steel trap,
dead fall, or other device which he sets or which he causes to be set in violation of this Act.

SECTION 3. That all grand juries in the county or counties aforesaid shall have inquisitorial powers
concerning violation of this Act and shall make due presentment of all persons violating any of its
provisions; and Circuit and Criminal Court Judges shall give this act in charge to said grand juries.

SECTION 4. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: May 7, 1915.
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