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Taxation - Historical Notes
Assessor of Property

The following acts were superseded, repealed or failed to win local ratification, but they are listed here as
a reference to laws which once affected the Hawkins County Assessor. Also referenced below are acts
which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.

1. Private Acts of 1953, Chapter 436, set the salary of the tax assessor in Hawkins County at $3,600
per year, payable monthly out of the general county funds. Private Acts of 1959, Chapter 180,
amended Private Acts of 1953, Chapter 436, by raising the annual salary of the tax assessor from
$3,600 to $5,000 a year. Both of these acts were repealed by Private Acts of 1965, Chapter 119.

2. Private Acts of 1953, Chapter 463, gave the tax assessor of Hawkins County the right to employ a
clerical assistant at a salary not to exceed $125 a month, said assistant to work on a full time
basis and be paid out of the general funds of the county on the warrant of the county judge, or
chairman, countersigned by the county court clerk. This act was entirely repealed by Private Acts
of 1965, Chapter 119.

Taxation

The following is a listing of acts pertaining to taxation in Hawkins County which are no longer effective.
Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.

1. Acts of 1792, Chapter 14, granted power to the justices of the peace in Hawkins County to levy a
tax for building a courthouse, prison and stocks to be located in Rogersville, which tax would not
be permitted to exceed twenty cents on each 100 acres of land in one year. The quarterly court
may appoint three, or more, commissioners to supervise the work and the sheriff was given the
power to collect the taxes.

2. Acts of 1794, Chapter 15, allowed a levy of a special tax in Hawkins County at the rates specified
in the act which money would be applied to the erection of a courthouse, prison and stocks for the
district of Washington at Jonesborough. This act was repealed by Acts of 1797, Chapter 3. This
act granted the authority to the county courts of Hawkins, Knox and Carter counties to levy and
collect an additional county tax, which would not exceed the rates scheduled in the act, for the
purposes of building, or repairing the courthouse, prison and stocks whenever the same was
found to be necessary.

3. Acts of 1796, Chapter 2, set up a schedule of taxes which would be levied against certain types of
property and privileges and used for general purposes. Section 2 of this act stated that nothing
contained therein shall be construed as to extend this tax to the counties of Hawkins, Davidson,
Montgomery, Sumner, Robertson and Washington.

4. Acts of 1798, Chapter 11, repealed the second section of a public act which was the authority to
lay and collect county taxes for certain purposes as the same was applied to Hawkins County.

5. Private Acts of 1823, Chapter 224, provided that the double taxes arising on the lands of Walter
Sims, deceased, in Hawkins County which lands had been sold and purchased for the benefit of
the state, were remitted, and the heirs and legatees of the said Walter Sims were given until the
next meeting of the general assembly to redeem the same by paying the single tax due, plus 10%
interest.

6. Private Acts of 1829-30, Chapter 208, stated that the quarterly court of Hawkins County at their
first session in January, 1830, might, at their discretion, lay a tax for the year 1830, and every
year thereafter as long as may be necessary, to revise a sum sufficient to build a courthouse
which tax shall not be more than double the state tax. Nicholas Fain, George Hale, William
Simpson, John Mitchell, James Young, James Sanders, and Dick Alexander were named
commissioners whose duty is was to procure and award a contract to build the said courthouse at
Rogersville and to supervise the work as it was in progress. Private Acts of 1831, Chapter 4,
repealed than part of the former act which authorized the building of a courthouse and the laying
of a tax therefor in Hawkins County, and which required the sheriff to pay over the tax money to
the trustee and the sheriff is now instructed to pay the tax money over to the commission who
were supervising the building of the courthouse.

7. Private Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 131, extended its benefits to Hawkins County to require the
county to classify roads and to assess taxes upon all the property and polls in the county to be
used for keeping up the roads.

8. Private Acts of 1865-66, Chapter 74, gave to the tax collector of Marion County an extension of
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time until June 1, 1866, to collect and pay over the state and county tax for the year 1865.
Section 3 extended all the benefits and privileges of this act to the revenue collector of Hawkins
County.

9. Public Acts of 1869-70, Chapter 82, authorized and made it the duty of the revenue collectors of
Hawkins County to take up all railroad tax receipts for county subscription to the stock of the
Rogersville and Jefferson Railroad which were obtained prior to the funding of the railroad debt of
Hawkins County.

10. Public Acts of 1870-71, Chapter 50, exempted Hawkins County from the provision of this act
which authorized several counties and incorporated towns in the state to impose taxes for county
and corporation purposes.

11. Acts of 1909, Chapter 81, authorized and empowered the county court of Hawkins County to
divert and apply all that part of the county tax properly arising from the assessment of railroads in
Hawkins County to the payment of the principal or interest of any turnpike bonds said county may
now or hereafter owe.

12. Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 223, created the office of delinquent poll tax collector for Hawkins
County and provided the fees of said officer and how said office was filled. This act was amended
by Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 518, by limiting the duty of the delinquent poll tax collector.
Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 223, was repealed by Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 757.

13. Private Acts of 1999, Chapter 59, levied a privilege tax on the occupancy of any room, lodgings or
accommodations furnished to transients. This act failed to receive local approval.
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