
March 29, 2025

Chapter VII - Elections
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Chapter VII - Elections
Primary Election Costs
Private Acts of 1974 Chapter 341
SECTION 1. In counties of this state having populations of not less than 70,000 nor more than 100,000,
according to the United States Census of Population of 1970, or any subsequent United States Census of
Population, all expenses, including compensation of its employees and election officials, incurred by the
county election commission or its members in the performance of their duties under this title in holding
primary elections other than in connection with statewide or multi-county elections may be paid by the
county primary board of the political party for which the primary is held. The county primary board of the
party may prescribe and collect a filing fee for candidates in such primaries in a sum sufficient in
the aggregate to cover all such costs, but a candidate who cannot pay such fee because he is
indigent shall not be required to pay such fee as a condition of his candidacy.

SECTION 2. This act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (⅔) vote of the Quarterly
County Court of any county to which it may apply. Its approval or non-approval shall be proclaimed by the
presiding officer of such court and certified by him to the Secretary of State.

SECTION 3. For the purpose of approving this act as provided in Section 2, it shall take effect on
becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall be effective upon being
approved as provided in Section 2.
PASSED: March 27, 1974

Elections - Historical Notes
Districts - Reapportionment

The act listed below had affected the civil districts in Washington County, but is no longer operative
regarding elections.

1. Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 667, altered the county lines between the eleventh and twelfth civil
districts of Washington County. This act was repealed by the Private Acts of 1953, Chapter 244.

Elections

The following is a listing of acts for Washington County which affected the elective process, but which
have been superseded or repealed. They are listed here for historical and reference purposes. Also
referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.

1. Acts of 1796 (2nd Session), Chapter 4, provided for the election of electors to elect a president
and vice president of the United States. John Carter, John Adams and John M’Collister of
Washington County were appointed to elect an elector in the District of Washington.

2. Acts of 1799, Chapter 16, apportioned the representation in the state legislature. Washington
County elected two representatives to the Washington District.

3. Acts of 1799, Chapter 46, provided for the election of electors to elect a president and vice
president of the United States. John Blair of Washington County was appointed as an elector for
the Washington District.

4. Acts of 1803, Chapter 24, divided the state into five electoral districts for the purpose of electing
electors of a president and vice president of the United States. The counties of Washington,
Greene, Carter and Sullivan composed the first electoral district and elected one elector.

5. Acts of 1805, Chapter 64, apportioned the representation of the state in the Tennessee State
Legislature. The counties of Washington and Carter composed one election district and elected
one senator.

6. Acts of 1805, Chapter 74, divided the state into five electoral districts for the purpose of electing
electors of a president and vice president of the United States. The counties of Washington,
Greene, Carter, Sullivan and Hawkins composed the first electoral district and elected one elector.

7. Acts of 1807, Chapter 74, divided the state into five electoral districts for the purpose of electing
electors of a president and vice president of the United States. The counties of Washington,
Greene, Carter, Sullivan and Hawkins composed the first electoral district and elected one elector.
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8. Acts of 1812, Chapter 5, divided the state into eight electoral districts for the purpose of electing
electors of a president and vice president of the United States. The counties of Washington,
Sullivan, Carter, Greene and Hawkins composed the first electoral district and elected one elector.

9. Acts of 1812, Chapter 27, divided the state into congressional districts for the election
of representatives to the United States Congress. The first district was composed of the counties
of Washington, Hawkins, Sullivan, Carter and Greene.

10. Acts of 1812, Chapter 57, apportioned the representation of the state in the Tennessee State
Legislature. The counties of Washington and Carter composed one election district and elected
one senator.

11. Public Acts of 1819, Chapter 69, apportioned the representation of the state in the Tennessee
State Legislature. The counties of Washington and Carter composed one election district and
elected one senator. In addition, the counties of Washington and Carter elected
one representative jointly for the state legislature.

12. Public Acts of 1822, Chapter 1, divided the state into eight congressional districts for the election
of representatives to the United States Congress. The first congressional district was composed of
the counties of Washington, Carter, Greene, Hawkins and Sullivan.

13. Public Acts of 1823, Chapter 47, divided the state into eleven electoral districts for the purpose of
electing electors of a president and vice president of the United States. The first electoral district
was composed of the counties of Washington, Carter, Sullivan, Hawkins and Greene which elected
one elector.

14. Private Acts of 1823, Chapter 127, provided that all future elections in Washington County to elect
electors to vote for a president and vice president of the United States be elected at the Widow
Dillard’s house in Greasy Cove, at Sngersol’s, near Kibbler’s and at James Broll’s saw mill on the
south side of Chuckey River.

15. Public Acts of 1824, Chapter 1, divided the state into eleven electoral districts for the purpose of
electing electors of a president and vice president of the United States. The first electoral district
was composed of the counties of Washington, Carter, Sullivan, Hawkins and Greene which elected
one elector.

16. Public Acts of 1826, Chapter 3, apportioned the representation in the state legislature. The
counties of Washington, Greene, Cocke and Sevier composed one election district and elected one
senator. In addition, the counties of Washington, Hawkins, Greene, Jefferson, Grainger, Blount,
Monroe and McMinn elected one representative each to the state legislature.

17. Public Acts of 1827, Chapter 17, divided the state into eleven electoral districts for the purpose of
electing electors of a president and vice president of the United States. The first electoral district
was composed of the counties of Washington, Carter, Sullivan, Hawkins and Greene which elected
one elector.

18. Public Acts of 1832, Chapter 4, divided the state into thirteen congressional districts for the
purpose of electing representatives to the United States Congress. The first congressional district
was composed of the counties of Washington, Carter, Greene, Cocke and Jefferson.

19. Public Acts of 1832, Chapter 9, divided the state into fifteen electoral districts for the purpose of
electing electors of a president and vice president of the United States. The counties of
Washington, Carter, Greene and Jefferson composed the first district.

20. Public Acts of 1833, Chapter 71, divided the state into representative and senatorial districts. The
counties of Washington, Carter and Greene composed one election district, and elected one
senator. In addition, the counties of Washington and Carter composed one election district and
elected one representative.

21. Public Acts of 1833, Chapter 76, provided for the calling of a state convention for the purpose of
revising and amending the state constitution. Washington County composed one district and
elected one delegate to the state convention.

22. Public Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 39, divided the state into fifteen electoral districts for the purpose
of electing electors of a president and vice president of the United States. The counties of
Washington, Carter, Greene and Jefferson composed the first electoral district.

23. Acts of 1842 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 1, apportioned the representation in the general assembly. The
counties of Washington, Johnson, Carter and Sullivan composed the first senatorial district and
elected one senator. In addition to electing one representative, Washington County jointly elected
one representative along with Hawkins and Greene counties.

24. Acts of 1842 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 7, divided the state into eleven congressional districts for the
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purpose of electing representatives to the United States Congress. The first congressional district
was composed of the counties of Washington, Johnson, Carter, Sullivan, Hawkins, Greene and
Cocke.

25. Acts of 1851-52, Chapter 196, divided the state into ten congressional districts for the purpose of
electing representatives to the United States Congress. The first congressional district was
composed of the counties of Washington, Johnson, Carter, Sullivan, Hawkins, Greene, Cocke,
Jefferson, Hancock and Sevier.

26. Acts of 1851-52, Chapter 197, apportioned the representation in the general assembly of the
state. Washington County elected one representative and composed a senatorial district
with Johnson, Carter and Sullivan counties.

27. Public Acts of 1865, Chapter 34, divided the state into eight congressional districts for the purpose
of electing representatives to the United States Congress. The first congressional district was
composed of the counties of Washington, Johnson, Carter, Sullivan, Hawkins, Greene, Cocke,
Jefferson, Hancock, Grainger and Sevier.

28. Public Acts of 1871, Chapter 146, apportioned the senatorial and representative districts in the
state. Washington County elected one representative. The first senatorial district was composed of
Washington, Johnson, Carter and Greene counties.

29. Acts of 1872 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 7, divided the state into nine congressional districts for the
purpose of electing representatives to the United States Congress. The first congressional district
was composed of the counties of Washington, Johnson, Carter, Sullivan, Hawkins, Greene,
Hancock, Claiborne, Union, Grainger, Hamblen and Cocke.

30. Public Acts of 1873, Chapter 27, divided the state into ten congressional districts for the purpose
of electing representatives to the United States Congress. The first congressional district was
composed of the counties of Washington, Johnson, Carter, Sullivan, Hawkins, Greene, Hancock,
Claiborne, Grainger, Hamblen and Cocke.

31. Public Acts of 1881 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 6, apportioned the state into senatorial
and representative districts. Washington County elected one representative and jointly elected
a representative with Carter, Johnson, Unicoi, Greene and Sullivan counties. Washington,
Carter, Johnson, Sullivan and Unicoi counties composed the first senatorial district.

32. Public Acts of 1882 (2nd Sess.), Chapter 27, divided the state into ten congressional districts for
the purpose of electing representatives to the United States Congress. The first congressional
district was composed of the counties of Washington, Johnson, Carter, Sullivan, Unicoi, Hawkins,
Greene, Hamblen, Hancock, Claiborne, Cocke and Grainger.

33. Public Acts of 1891, Chapter 131, divided the state into ten congressional districts for the purpose
of electing representatives to the United States Congress. The first congressional district was
composed of the counties of Washington, Johnson, Carter, Sullivan, Hawkins, Greene, Hancock,
Claiborne, Grainger, Unicoi, Hamblen and Cocke.

34. Acts of 1891 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 10, apportioned the counties of the state into senatorial and
representative districts. Washington County elected one representative and jointly elected
a representative with Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi, Greene, Hawkins and Hancock counties in the first
representative district. The counties of Washington, Carter, Johnson, Unicoi and Greene composed
the first senatorial district.

35. Public Acts of 1901, Chapter 109, divided the state into ten congressional districts for the purpose
of electing electors to the United States Congress. The counties of Washington, Sullivan, Johnson,
Carter, Unicoi, Greene, Hawkins, Hancock, Claiborne, Grainger, Cocke and Sevier composed the
first congressional district.

36. Public Acts of 1901, Chapter 122, apportioned the counties of the state into senatorial
and representative districts. The counties of Washington, Carter, Johnson, Unicoi and
Greene composed the first senatorial district. Washington County elected one representative and
also jointly elected one representative with Greene and Unicoi County in the third
representative district.

37. Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 537, fixed the compensation of election officials and registers of
voters in Washington County at $3.00 per day.

38. Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 109, regulated the hours of opening the polls to all general elections
at 9:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.

39. Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 298, fixed the pay of election officials in Washington County at
$7.00 per day out of the general county fund.
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