
December 21, 2024

Private Acts of 2012 Chapter 69
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Private Acts of 2012 Chapter 69
SECTION 1. There is hereby created and established an additional court in and for Washington County,
Tennessee, which shall be designated, “Part III, Court of General Sessions in Washington County,
Tennessee.”

SECTION 2. Part I and II, Courts of General Sessions in Washington County, Tennessee,shall retain the
jurisdiction previously conferred upon each court. The additional Part III Court of General Sessions shall
have the same terms of court, and the same jurisdiction and powers as are now exercised by the Courts of
General Sessions in Washington County, Tennessee. In addition, Part III shall have jurisdiction to hear
and decide cases involving alleged violations of environmental ordinances or resolutions. When hearing
these violations, the court shall hereinafter be referred to as the county environmental court. The judges
of Parts I and II, and the judge of Part III of the Court of General Sessions are authorized to interchange
with each other where necessary for the efficient dispatch of cases and judicial business. The office,
powers, duties and responsibilities of the Clerk of the Circuit Court shall be enlarged to include the work of
the additional Part, and the clerk, or the clerk designee, shall attend the additional Part when it is in
session. The Circuit Court Clerk, when performing the duties of the office shall charge all fees and shall be
entitled to receive such fees and charges as shall be fixed from time to time for the county by the general
laws of the state. All such fees, when collected, shall be fully accounted for and disbursed as fees and
charges as is similarly done by the other courts operating and functioning in Washington County,
Tennessee.

SECTION 3. The first judge of Part III of the Court of General Sessions shall be elected by the Board of
County Commissioners of Washington County, Tennessee. The person so elected shall commence service
on January 1, 2013, and serve until August 31, 2014, or until such judge’s successor is elected and
qualified. Thereafter, a judge for Part III shall be elected for a full eight (8) year term. The judge of such
additional Part III shall exercise all of the powers and receive the same compensation as do the other
General Sessions judges of Washington County, Tennessee. The judge of the additional Part III shall
devote all working time to the duties of the office and shall not engage in the practice of law while serving
as a judge.

SECTION 4. In addition to other powers granted herein, the judges of Parts I, II and III of the Court of
General Sessions in Washington County are hereby granted the power to issue injunctions, both
mandatory and prohibitory, such power to be exercised as provided for in Rule 65 of the Tennessee Rules
of Civil Procedure and is hereby empowered to order any defendant found guilty of violating any ordinance
or resolution relating to health, housing, fire, land subdivision, building or zoning to correct such violation
at the defendant's own expense. In all cases involving the alleged violation of any ordinance or resolution
relating to health, housing, fire, land subdivision, building or zoning, the judge of the additional Part shall
have the power to appoint a master in aid of the court. The appointment, powers and duties of such
masters shall be as set forth in Rule 53 of the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure. The judges of Parts I, II
and III of the Court of General Sessions in Washington County, Tennessee, shall have the power to punish
any person for contempt who, having been ordered to correct a violation of any county ordinance or
resolution relating to health, housing, fire, land subdivision, building or zoning, willfully fails to obey such
an order within the designated day and at the designated time as given by such court order. The
punishment for contempt in each such case is limited to a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) and imprisonment
not exceeding five (5)days for each such violation.

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the judges of the County General Sessions Court
shall have the jurisdiction to try and dispose of violations of municipal ordinances pursuant to the terms of
an intergovernmental agreement between any municipal government in Washington County and the
county government; provided, that a certified copy of all ordinances of the municipality to be enforced
pursuant to such intergovernmental agreement shall have been filed with the judge of the Part.

SECTION 5. The judges of Part I, Part II and Part Ill shall from time to time be authorized and
empowered to adopt joint rules of practice and procedure for the courts, provided that they are not
inconsistent with the substantive and procedural laws of the state relative to the matters of the
jurisdiction of the courts and that they are not otherwise inconsistent with such rules as may from time to
time be promulgated by any superior court having supervisory jurisdiction over the courts.

SECTION 6. All laws and portions of laws, in conflict with Sections 1 through 5 of this act are repealed on
January 1, 2013.

COMPILER'S NOTE: Sections 7 through 14 of this Private Act, relative to the County Attorney, are found
in Chapter 1 Administration.

SECTION 15. Nothing contained within this act shall prohibit the Washington County, Tennessee, Board
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of County Commissioners from commencing with their duties under this act prior to September 1, 2012.

SECTION 16. This act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
legislative body of Washington County, Tennessee. Its approval or non-approval shall be proclaimed by
the presiding office of Washington County, Tennessee, Board of County Commissioners and certified to the
secretary of state.

SECTION 17. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective as
provided in Section 16. For the purpose of selecting and organizing any Legal Services Oversight
Committee and making all necessary preparations for this Act to be implemented on September 2, 2012,
Sections 7 through 15 shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. Sections
relative to the County Attorney shall take effect September 1, 2012, the public welfare requiring it.
Sections 1 through 6 relative to general sessions court shall take effect January 1, 2013, the public
welfare requiring it.

PASSED: April 24, 2012.
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