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March 31, 2025

Court Officers

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Court Officers
Private Acts of 1979 Chapter 32

SECTION 1. Chapter 628 of the Private Acts of 1951 as amended by Chapter 152 of the Private Acts of
1971 and Chapter 203 of the Private Acts of 1971 and all acts amendatory thereto are hereby repealed.

SECTION 2. The presiding Circuit Judge shall have, and is hereby given, the power to appoint six (6)
officers to wait upon the Circuit, Criminal and Chancery Courts, in Williamson County. The officers so
appointed shall wait upon the Circuit, Criminal and Chancery Courts during the pleasure of the presiding
Circuit Judge who shall have the power to remove such officer or officers at will, and appoint others. Any
Circuit Judge holding criminal court shall have the power to appoint such additional officers as he deems
necessary to serve temporarily as jury guards in sequestered jury cases. The legislative body of
Williamson County shall fix the pay, to be paid out of the county general fund, of the officers appointed
pursuant to the provisions of this Act; the pay shall be not less than five dollars ($5.00) per hour or
fraction of an hour for each hour on duty and each officer shall receive at least four (4) hours pay for each
period of duty.

As amended by: Private Acts of 1986, Chapter 131

SECTION 3. The officers so appointed by the Circuit Judge shall have the power to summon witnesses or
jurors and shall perform such duties as may be deemed necessary for the orderly dispatch of the business
of the court.

SECTION 4. All laws or parts of laws in conflict with this Act are hereby repealed.

SECTION 5. This Act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county
legislative body of Williamson County before September 6, 1979. Its approval or non-approval shall be
proclaimed by the presiding officer of the county legislative body and certified by him to the Secretary of
State.

SECTION 6. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall be effective upon
becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective being
approved as provided in Section 5.

Passed: March 12, 1979.
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