
March 31, 2025

General Sessions Court
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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General Sessions Court
Environmental Court
Public Acts of 1993 Chapter 212
SECTION 1. The metropolitan council of any county having a metropolitan form of government may
designate Division IV of the county's general sessions court as the Environmental Court.

SECTION 2. In making such designation, the judge of Division IV is granted the additional power to issue
injunctions, both mandatory and prohibitory, as provided in Rule 65 of the Tennessee Rules of Civil
Procedure. The judge may order any defendant found guilty of violating any metropolitan ordinance
relating to health, housing, fire, land subdivision, building or zoning to correct such violation at the
defendant's own expense. In a case involving the alleged violation of any ordinance relating to health,
housing, fire, land subdivision, building or zoning, the judge may appoint a master to aid the court. Rule
53 of the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure shall govern the appointment, power, and duty of the
master.

SECTION 3. The judge may also punish a person for contempt who, having been ordered to correct a
violation of any metropolitan ordinance relating to health, housing, fir, land subdivision, building or
zoning, willfully fails to obey such order within the designated day and at the designated time as given by
court order. The punishment for contempt in such case is limited to a monetary penalty of not more than
fifty dollars ($50) and confinement for not more than five (5) days for each violation.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1993, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: April 12, 1993.
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