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April 01, 2025

Water and Sewerage

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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CTAS - Water and Sewerage

Water and Sewerage
Private Acts of 1953 Chapter 361

COMPILER'S NOTE: This act is probably superseded by the Metropolitan Code, Section 20-1-160.1,
which adopts the regulations of the Tennessee Department of Public Health concerning private sewage
disposal, effective July 10, 1974. Charter authority for the regulation of sewage is contained in Section
2.01(9).

SECTION 1. That in counties of this State having a population of not less than 300,000 nor more than
350,000 by the Federal Census of 1950, or any subsequent Federal Census, it shall be unlawful for any
person to dig or maintain a well for that purpose of disposing of sewage, waste, or drainage of any kind.

SECTION 2. That it shall be unlawful for any person to dump, transfer, drain or otherwise dispose of
sewage, waste or drainage of any kind in a well. Nothing herein shall prevent such discharge into septic
tanks and connecting disposal systems not over fifteen (15) feet in depth.

SECTION 3. That a well, as used herein, is defined as a hole dug or drilled vertically into the ground a
distance of more than fifteen (15) feet from the land surface by hand or by machinery such as a cable
tool, rotary drilling equipment or other means.

SECTION 4. That each person violating the provisions of this Act shall be subject to a fine of not less
than Ten ($10.00) Dollars, nor more than Fifty ($50.00) Dollars upon conviction, and that each day's
violation shall constitute a separate offense.

SECTION 5. That the provisions of this Act shall become effective as of July 1, 1953, the public welfare
requiring it.

Passed: April 2, 1953.
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