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December 23, 2024

Enforcement-Campaign Finance

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Enforcement-Campaign Finance

Reference Number: CTAS-878

All campaign financial statements are available for public inspection, either at the Registry of Election
Finance, for state elections, or the county election commission for local elections. T.C.A. §§ 2-10-206,
2-10-103. The county election commission is required to notify the state election commission and the
Registry of Election Finance of each local election held in the county. Each time that campaign statements
are due in a local election, the county election commission is required to file a report with the registry
certifying that all candidates have filed timely or provide a list of all who have failed to report timely.
T.C.A. §2-10-111. The registry may impose a civil penalty of not more than $25 per day up to a maximum
of $750 for late filings. Notice of a failure to file is required to be sent to candidates who did not timely
file. A failure to file a report within 35 days after receiving such notice is considered a class 2 offense and
punishable by a maximum civil penalty of not more than $10,000. T.C.A. § 2-10-110. Any registered voter
who believes information has been omitted or misstated may file a sworn complaint with the Registry of
Election Finance (state elections) or the district attorney general where the voter resides (local elections).
However, anyone who knowingly files a false complaint or one for harassment purposes is liable for civil
penalties and attorney's fees. T.C.A. § 2-10-108. The Registry of Election Finance or the district attorney
general is responsible for investigating complaints and seeking injunctions to enforce these provisions.
T.C.A. § 2-10-109.
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