
December 22, 2024

Nominating Petitions
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Nominating Petitions
Reference Number: CTAS-861
All independent and primary candidates must submit a nominating petition in order for their names to
appear on the ballot. (Candidates nominated by a method other than primary, however, are certified
directly to the election commission by the party.) T.C.A. § 2-5-101. Nominating petition forms are
furnished by the county election commission and, for some offices, by the coordinator of elections. T.C.A.
§ 2-5-102. These petitions are not to be issued more than 60 days before the qualifying deadline for the
office sought. T.C.A. § 2-5-102(b)(5).

For most offices, the nominating petition must be signed by the candidate as well as a minimum of 25 or
more registered voters who are eligible to fill the office (presidential and delegate candidates have
different requirements). Either the signer's normal or legal signature is acceptable. The voter must also
include the residence or other address as shown on the voter registration card. Including additional
information on the petition that does not appear on the voter registration card will not disqualify the
signature if there is no conflict in the information. T.C.A. § 2-5-101.
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