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November 23, 2024

Qualifications and Disqualifications

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Qualifications and Disqualifications

Reference Number: CTAS-848

County election commissioners must be registered voters who have been residents of the state for five
years and residents of the county for which they are appointed for two years (with an exception for
counties with a population between 276,000 and 277,000). Elected officials, employees of elected officials
and employees of a state, county, municipal, or federal government body or agency are not eligible to
serve on the election commission. However, this statute does not disqualify the following people: a notary
public, employees of county or city school systems who do not work directly under the supervision of an
elected official, or a member of a reserve unit of the U. S. armed services or National Guard, unless on
active duty. T.C.A. § 2-1-112. If a county election commissioner qualifies as a candidate for any public
office, that member will be automatically disqualified and a vacancy will be created on the commission.
T.C.A. § 2-12-102.
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