
August 24, 2024

Oath of Office and Bond-Clerks of Court
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Oath of Office and Bond-Clerks of Court
Reference Number: CTAS-77
Court clerks and their deputies must take an oath of office specific to the office of court clerk as well as
the constitutional oath. T.C.A. §§ 18-1-103, 18-1-104. Oaths of office are covered under the General
Information tab of the County Offices topic.

Bonds are covered under the General Information tab of the County Offices topic. Every clerk must enter
into a bond of $50,000 in counties with a population of less than 15,000 and $100,000 in counties with a
population of 15,000 or more, or the court may require a greater bond. T.C.A. § 18-2-201. After being
acknowledged before, approved and certified by the court, the bond must be entered upon the minutes of
the court within 30 days and must then be recorded in the office the county register of deeds and
transmitted to the county clerk for safekeeping. T.C.A. § 18-2-205. See also T.C.A. § 8-19-103 (Recording
of bonds of county officers); T.C.A. § 8-19-115 (Time of filing).

Courts may require their clerks to give bond in such sum as the court may deem sufficient to cover
property or funds that may at any time come to the hands of such clerks as special commissioners or
receivers. T.C.A. § 18-2-202.

The court may also require special bonds to meet particular exigencies, and in a suitable penalty,
whenever, in its judgment, the interest of suitors render it necessary. T.C.A. § 18-2-204.
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