
March 10, 2025

Drainage and Levee Districts
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Drainage and Levee Districts
Reference Number: CTAS-688

The county clerk has numerous responsibilities with regard to drainage or levee districts located in the
county. The county clerk receives petitions for the establishment of drainage and levee districts, and
approves and determines the amount of the bond which is filed with the county clerk at the time of the
filing of the petition to secure the cost of establishing the drainage and levee district. T.C.A. § 69-5-103.
In counties where a district is sought to be established, the county clerk maintains a book known as the
“drainage record” of all proceedings involving the creation and operation of the drainage district (T.C.A. §
69-5-140), prepares the assessment rolls for use by the county trustee in collecting drainage assessments
to finance construction by a drainage district (T.C.A. §§ 69-5-110; 69-5-111; 69-5-127; 69-5-128),
prepares and maintains the “drainage assessment book” showing all parcels of land affected by the
drainage district upon which a drainage assessment is made and provides a copy of this book to the
county trustee (T.C.A. § 69-5-813), and also advises the trustee of changes in ownership of said parcels
of land. T.C.A. § 69-5-815.

The county clerk receives from the county trustee the assessments for drainage and levee districts
collected by the trustee and pays the expenses of the drainage and levee district as approved by the
county legislative body. T.C.A. §§ 69-5-127; 69-5-804. The county clerk is required to post a bond for
double the amount received from the county trustee prior to receiving said funds from the trustee. T.C.A.
§§ 69-5-113; 69-5-130; 69-5-805. Also, the county clerk receives claims of persons claiming damages
incurred in the construction of a drainage district (T.C.A. § 69‑5‑201), receives reports and drawings of
engineers designated to perform work for such districts (T.C.A. § 69‑5‑115), serves notice upon persons
whose land is within the scope of a proposed drainage district (T.C.A. § 69‑5‑120), receives the bond of
engineers employed to supervise construction of drainage or levee improvements (T.C.A. § 69-5-708),
and receives monthly reports of engineers responsible for supervising construction of levee and water
work improvements. T.C.A. § 69-5-709. If bonds are sold to finance a district, the county clerk may
receive the full assessment from any property owner prior to the bonds being issued (T.C.A. § 69-5-902),
and countersigns any bonds issued by such a district. T.C.A. § 69‑5‑903.

The county clerk is authorized to collect fees for performing these duties in the same amount as
authorized for similar services, or additional amounts for extra services or for services not covered by
existing fee statutes as authorized by the county legislative body. T.C.A. § 69-5-141.

The county clerk also receives petitions for the creation of watershed districts (T.C.A. § 69-6-103), but
may not collect any fees for the filing of such petitions or any other services required under the laws
governing watershed districts. T.C.A. § 69-6-115.
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