
November 22, 2024

Highway Departments-Conflict of Interest
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Highway Departments-Conflict of Interest
Reference Number: CTAS-630
In those counties under the County Uniform Highway Law, a very strict conflict of interest statute applies.
The statute, T.C.A. § 54‑7‑203(a), provides:

Neither the chief administrative officer, county highway commissioner, member of the county
governing body nor any employee of the county road department shall be financially interested in
or have any personal interest, either directly or indirectly, in the purchase of any supplies,
machinery, materials, equipment or contractual services for the department or system of roads for
the county, nor in any firm, corporation, partnership, association or individual selling or furnishing
such machinery, equipment, supplies and materials.

Note that this prohibition is so broad as to preclude all employees of the highway department, whether or
not they have any discretion or control over the purchase, from having a direct or indirect interest in these
purchases. A violation of this statute constitutes official misconduct and is a Class C misdemeanor and is
grounds for removal from office. T.C.A. § 54‑7‑203(b).
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