
February 06, 2025

Special Zoning Provisions
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Special Zoning Provisions
Reference Number: CTAS-613

The county legislative body is also authorized to establish a historic zoning commission (T.C.A. § 13-7-401
et seq.), as well as special zones for flood control and solar energy systems. T.C.A. § 13-7-102. These
special zoning statutes, as well as the general zoning statutes, do not apply to land used for agricultural
purposes as long as any structures on the land (including residences of farmers and farm workers) are
incidental to the agricultural purpose unless the property is near state federal-aid highways, public
airports, or public parks. T.C.A. § 13-7-114. However, counties participating in the national flood
insurance program are required to regulate buildings and development (including those related to
agriculture) located within a special flood hazard area (one hundred-year floodplain) to the extent
required to comply with the national flood insurance program. T.C.A. § 13-7-114(c).

Counties are also authorized to include provisions in their zoning ordinances allowing for temporary family
healthcare structures as a permitted accessory use in any single-family detached dwellings. Persons
seeking to install such structures are required to obtain a permit from the county and the county is
authorized to charge a permit fee of up to $100. The structures would have to comply with all applicable
local codes and ordinances. No advertising would be allowed on the structure or the property. Structures
would have to removed within 30 days after their use ceases to be necessary. Local governments are
authorized to charge a fine of up to $50/day for failure to timely remove the structure. Local
governments are also authorized to revoke permits and/or seek injunctive relief for noncompliance with
the statute. T.C.A. §§ 13-7-501 through 505.
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