
May 19, 2024

Interim Provisions for Other County Officials
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu

CTAS - Interim Provisions for Other County Officials

Page 1 of 3



Interim Provisions for Other County Officials ........................................ . 3

Table of Contents

Page 2 of 3



Interim Provisions for Other County Officials
Reference Number: CTAS-584
The law provides for a temporary successor to fill vacancies in the offices of trustee, register, county clerk,
sheriff, highway chief administrative officer, and assessor of property, in addition to the provisions for an
interim county mayor. T.C.A. §§ 8-11-111, 8-13-105, 18-6-115, 8-8-107, 54-7-107, 67-1-504. The duties
of the office are to be temporarily discharged either by the chief deputy or by a deputy designated as
temporary successor by the official in writing. It is important to note that this law applies only to the
duties of the office and not to the office itself.

In case of death of a clerk of court, the deputy holds office until the vacancy is filled. T.C.A. § 18-1-401. If
there is a vacancy in the office of clerk and master, a new clerk is appointed by the chancellor for another
six-year term, beginning with the date of the appointment. T.C.A. § 18-5-101.

Clerks of court may be removed from office for misconduct by summary proceedings by the judge of the
court they serve, under the provisions of T.C.A. § 18-1-301 et seq.
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