
November 23, 2024

Exempted Activities
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Exempted Activities
Reference Number: CTAS-566
The law also exempts certain businesses and practices from regulation. The powers conferred upon
counties by T.C.A. § 5-1-118(c) do not apply to the following activities, which are regulated under other
provisions of general law:

• Sale of beer and alcoholic beverages;

• Wholesale of beer;

• Surface mining; production of oil and gas;

• Activities covered by environmental protection laws and regulations dealing with air
pollution, atomic energy, solid waste disposal and management, landfills, hazardous
waste management, petroleum underground storage, oil spill cleanup, dry cleaning, water,
wastewater and sewerage;

• Water management;

• Wells; and

• Dams.

Additionally, T.C.A. § 5-1-118(b) provides that counties may not use these powers to prohibit or regulate
normal agricultural activities.
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