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March 31, 2025

Phase Il Coverage

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Reference Number: CTAS-557

Phase II of the program expands Phase I by requiring additional parties to implement programs and
practices to control polluted runoff again by using NPDES permits. The Phase II Final Rule automatically
covers two groups on a nationwide basis:
1. Operators of small municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) located in "urbanized
areas." (As a practical matter, a small MS4 is any MS4 not covered in Phase 1.); and

2. Operators of small construction activities that disturb from one to five acres of land.
Further, small MS4s outside of urban areas, construction activity affecting less than one acre and any
other storm water discharges may be covered if the NPDES permitting authority or the EPA decides they
need to be regulated.
For the most part, the authority to issue permits for storm water discharges has been delegated to the

states. (In a few cases, the EPA retains the authority.) In Tennessee, anyone needing an NPDES permit
applies to the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) for the permit.
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