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December 22, 2024

County Board of Health

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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County Board of Health

Reference Number: CTAS-547

The primary agencies for local health services are the county board of health and the county health
department. Each county is authorized to establish a board of health that is charged with the following
duties: governing the policies of full-time county health departments, advising the county mayor on the
enforcement of state health regulations, advising the county mayor on the adoption of rules to promote
the general health of the county, and preparing an annual budget. The board must consist of the following
members:

The county mayor;

The county director of schools or his or her designee;

Two physicians nominated by the county medical society;

One dentist nominated by the county dental society;

One pharmacist nominated by the county pharmaceutical society;
One registered nurse nominated by the county nurses' association;
The county health director (ex officio member);
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The county health officer (ex officio member); and
9. A veterinarian and a citizen representative (optional members).
T.C.A. § 68-2-601.

If the county fails to establish an active board of health, the commissioner of health may establish a
health advisory committee. T.C.A. § 68-2-601.
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