
July 03, 2024

Court of Appeals
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Court of Appeals
Reference Number: CTAS-472
Organization
The Court of Appeals is the appellate court for civil cases in Tennessee and consists of 12 judges, of whom
not more than four shall reside in one grand division. T.C.A. § 16-4-102. An appellate judge must be 30
years old, a Tennessee resident for five years, and admitted to practice law in Tennessee. T.C.A.
§ 16-4-102. This court sits in sections of three judges each in Knoxville, Nashville and Jackson, and hears
and decides cases as if all 12 members were present. T.C.A. § 16-4-113. When sitting in sections of three,
the concurrence of two judges is sufficient for a decision and is treated as if the entire court had
participated. T.C.A. § 16-4-109. When sitting en banc (all 12 judges), the concurrence of seven judges is
necessary for a decision. When two sections (eight judges) are sitting, concurrence of five judges is
necessary for a decision. T.C.A. § 16-4-109. This court sits in sections concurrently in Knoxville, Nashville
and Jackson as ordered by the presiding judge for such time as the court deems necessary for the
dispatch of its business. T.C.A. § 16-4-112.

Jurisdiction
The court has only appellate jurisdiction and no original jurisdiction. The appellate jurisdiction extends to
all civil cases, except those statutorily authorized for direct appeal to the Supreme Court. The court has
appellate jurisdiction over civil or criminal contempt arising out of a civil matter. T.C.A. § 16-4-108.
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