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November 07, 2024

Parks, Recreation and Conservation

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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CTAS - Parks, Recreation and Conservation

Parks, Recreation and Conservation
Reference Number: CTAS-466

Parks and Recreation Board

Reference Number: CTAS-512

The county legislative body may delegate, by resolution, to a parks and recreation board (or commission)
the authority to conduct a parks and recreation program. Such a board consists of five members, at least
two of whom may be members of the school staff, appointed by the chairperson of the county legislative
body. Board members serve terms of five years except for the initial appointments so that the term of one
member expires annually. Members of this board serve without pay. T.C.A. § 11-24-104. Any two or more
counties or municipalities may form a joint board to conduct a joint parks and recreation program by
agreement approved by the governing bodies participating. T.C.A. § 11-24-105.

County Conservation Board

Reference Number: CTAS-513

The county legislative body may, by resolution, create a county conservation board. Also, if 200 qualified
voters of the county petition the county legislative body for such a board, a referendum on this question
will be held at the next countywide election, and if approved by the voters, the county legislative body is
required to create a county conservation board within 60 days after the election. The board consists of five
to nine members who hold office for staggered terms not to exceed five years as determined by resolution
of the county legislative body. The members serve without compensation but may be reimbursed for
actual expenses in carrying out their duties. T.C.A. § 11-21-102. The county conservation board has the
custody and control of all real and personal property of the county acquired for public parks, preserves,
parkways, playgrounds, recreation centers, county forests, county wildlife areas and other county
conservation and recreation lands. T.C.A. § 11-21-104.
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