
November 07, 2024

County Fire Marshal
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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County Fire Marshal
Reference Number: CTAS-457
The County Fire Marshal is responsible for ensuring fire safety compliance in the unincorporated portions
of the county. Typical responsibilities include plan reviews of new site developments; new and modified
commercial structures and multi-family dwellings; and fire protection systems. Additional duties include
inspections of new construction for compliance with the applicable building and fire codes, as well as
inspections of existing structures (except one and two-family dwellings) to ensure compliance with the fire
prevention code adopted in an effort to reduce the risk of death and injury due to fire.

The County Fire Marshal typically conducts fire scene investigations to determine origin and cause and
works closely with the local sheriff's department, district attorney's office, and other state/ federal
agencies as needed in cases that involve suspected arson activity. The coordination of fire safety public
education efforts is an important function of the County Fire Marshal's duties. In counties that have a
countywide fire department, the County Fire Marshal's position can be created within that agency to carry
out the provisions of T.C.A. § 5-17-102(8).

In counties that do not have a countywide fire department, the position can be created in accordance with
T.C.A. § 5-6-121. The Fire Marshal may also function as a coordinator between the county and the
independent fire departments that provide fire protection services to the unincorporated portions of the
county.
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