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November 22, 2024

County Coroner

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Reference Number: CTAS-453

The county legislative body is granted discretionary authority to create the office of county coroner. If
such office is created, the county legislative body must elect a coroner who holds office for two years, and
until a successor is qualified. However, in those counties that have a county medical examiner, the county
legislative body may vest the duties of the county coroner in the county medical examiner and is not
required to elect a county coroner. T.C.A. § 8-9-101.

The coroner must, before entering upon the duties of that office, enter into an official bond prepared, exe-
cuted, filed, and recorded in accordance with Title 8, Chapter 19. The bond must be in the amount of two
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500), or a greater amount set by the county legislative body by resolu-
tion, payable to the state, conditioned truly and faithfully to execute the duties of the office of coroner.
The coroner, if failing to give bond within ten days after appointment, shall vacate the office. T.C.A.

§ 8-9-103.
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