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November 22, 2024

County Medical Examiner

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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The county medical examiner is appointed by the county mayor, subject to confirmation by the county
legislative body, based on a recommendation from a convention of physicians resident in the county. A
county medical examiner must be a physician who is either a graduate of an accredited medical school
authorized to confer upon graduates the degree of doctor of medicine (M.D.) and who is duly licensed in
Tennessee, or is a graduate of a recognized osteopathic college authorized to confer the degree of doctor
of osteopathy (D.0.) and who is licensed to practice osteopathic medicine in Tennessee, and must be
elected from a list of a maximum of two (2) doctors of medicine or osteopathy nominated by convention of
the physicians, medical or osteopathic, resident in the county, the convention to be called for this purpose
by the county mayor. T.C.A. § 38-7-104.

If it is not possible to obtain an acceptance as a county medical examiner from a physician in a county,
authority is given for the election of a county medical examiner from an adjacent or another county. A
county medical examiner, when temporarily unable to perform the duties of the office, has the authority to
deputize any other physician in the area to act as county medical examiner during the absence. If the
county legislative body fails to certify a county medical examiner for a county or if the county medical
examiner resigns or is unable to fulfill the duties of the office during the interim between county legislative
body sessions and a deputy has not been appointed by the county medical examiner, the chief medical
examiner shall have the authority to appoint a county medical examiner to serve until the next session of
the county legislative body. T.C.A. § 38-7-104.

A county medical examiner shall serve a five-year term, and shall be eligible for reappointment by the
county mayor with confirmation by the county legislative body. T.C.A. § 38-7-104.
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