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Hearings and Due Process
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Hearings and Due Process
Reference Number: CTAS-378
While no one has a right to a beer permit in the first instance, once a permit has been issued it becomes a
valuable property right which is protected under the state and federal constitutions and a permit holder
must be afforded due process with respect to deprivation of the privilege granted by the permit. Due
process is a flexible standard, calling for the procedural protections that the particular situation demands.
In general, the factors to be considered are: (1) the nature and importance of the private interest at
stake, (2) the risk of erroneous deprivation of the interest and the probable value of additional
safeguards, and (3) the governmental interest, including any additional burdens that procedural
safeguards might entail. A beer permit is a very important interest because a person’s livelihood may
depend upon it. A permit holder is entitled to notice and an opportunity to be heard that is reasonable
under the circumstances. Attorney General Opinion 94-064 (4/28/94).

The due process requirements may extend to persons other than the permit holder. The Attorney General
has opined that the statute which prohibits the issuance of a beer permit for one year on premises where
a permit has been revoked could be unconstitutional in application if the property owner is different from
the permit holder and the property owner is not given an opportunity to show that he or she was innocent
of wrongdoing and had taken all action which reasonably could be expected to prevent the violation.
Attorney General Opinion 90-77 (8/13/90).
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