
March 12, 2025

Tennessee Local Development Authority
Loans
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Tennessee Local Development Authority Loans
Reference Number: CTAS-1727

The Tennessee Local Development Authority (T.C.A. § 4-31-101 et seq.) – made up of the governor,
secretary of state, state treasurer, comptroller of the treasury, and commissioner of finance and
administration – has statutory authority to borrow money in the name of the state and on the credit of the
state, allowing it to lend funds to local governments for the following purposes:

1. Correctional facilities. T.C.A. §§ 4-31-102(5), 4-31-401 through 4-31-415.

2. Construction of sewage treatment works. T.C.A. §§ 4-31-102(5), 4-31- 401 through
4-31-415.

3. Waterworks. T.C.A. §§ 4-31-102(5), 4-31-401 through 4-31-415.

4. Energy recovery facilities. T.C.A. §§ 4-31-102(5), 4-31-401 through 4-31- 415.

5. Solid waste resource recovery facilities. T.C.A. §§ 4-31-102(5), 4-31-401 through
4-31-415.

6. Agriculture development. T.C.A. §§ 4-31-201 through 4-31-206.

7. Industrial development. T.C.A. §§ 4-31-301 through 4-31-308.

8. Rural fire protection equipment. T.C.A. §§ 4-31-501 through 4-31-516.

9. Airports. T.C.A. §§ 4-31-601 through 4-31-615.

10. Health facilities. T.C.A. §§ 4-31-201(5), 4-31-401 through 4-31-415, 4-31- 701 through
4-31-711.

In order to borrow from the state, a local government is required to pledge its allocation of state-shared
taxes to the state for the annual interest and principal payments in case the county defaults on its
obligation to pay.

The Tennessee Local Development Authority, in conjunction with the Tennessee Department of Education,
is authorized to develop an enhancement program whereby the authority lends funds to eligible local
governments for education capital outlay purposes. Each local government issuing debt under this
program, as well as any local education agency for which such debt is issued, is empowered to assign or
pledge to the authority for the repayment of the loan available local capital outlay funds, including the
state share of the capital outlay portion of the nonclassroom component of BEP funding.

Users of capital projects financed by the Tennessee Local Development Authority, such as counties, are
prohibited from making any changes to a project or program that would affect the tax-exempt status of
the bonds or notes unless the change is approved by the office of state and local finance in the office of
the comptroller and the Authority. Failure to get prior approval renders the change void. T.C.A. §
4-31-120.
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