
March 14, 2025

Report Under Reference
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Report Under Reference
Reference Number: CTAS-1598

When the tax obligations relating to a parcel of property are unclear, a procedure known as a reference
may be taken to ascertain all delinquent revenues together with all the costs, fees, penalties and interest.

Notice of a reference must be given to all officers whose duty it is to collect delinquent revenue.1The
master’s reference report may be made before the sale, and even after confirmation of the sale, but must

be made before distribution of the sale proceeds.2

Reports under reference in delinquent tax sales are made pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 53 on an order of
reference by the court. Within 20 days after the date of the order of reference the clerk should set a time
and place for a meeting of the parties or their attorneys in regard to the amounts due on the property.
The clerk must notify in writing the parties or their attorneys. The clerk should proceed with reasonable
diligence. Either party, on notice to the parties and clerk, may apply to the court for an order requiring the
clerk to speed the proceedings and to make his or her report. If a party fails to appear at the time and
place appointed, the clerk may proceed ex parte or may adjourn the proceedings to a future day, giving
notice in writing to the absent party of the adjournment. After the clerk prepares the report regarding the

amounts due, he or she must mail a notice that the report is on file at the clerk's office.3

1T.C.A. § 67-5-2416.
2State v. Southern Lumber Mfg. Co., 57 S.W.2d 454, 455 (Tenn. 1933). The better alternative would

be to make the report before the sale to correctly ascertain all amounts due on the property at the time of
the sale.

3Tenn. R. Civ. P. 53.
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