
November 21, 2024

Early Payment and Discounts for Early Pay-
ment
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Early Payment and Discounts for Early Payment
Reference Number: CTAS-1579
Upon adoption of a resolution by the county legislative body, the county trustee may accept property
taxes at any time after July 10 (prior to the first Monday in October established by T.C.A. § 67-1-701, on
which date trustees are required to accept property tax payments) and after the tax rates are finally set,

the trustee's tax rolls are received and the trustee's receipts are prepared.1County trustees may begin

accepting tax relief applications on the same date on which the trustee accepts property tax payments.2

The governing body of any municipality or county may provide, by appropriate ordinance or resolution, a
discount of 2 percent of the ad valorem real property tax currently due, if the taxes are paid within 30
days of the due date established pursuant to T.C.A. § 67-1-701(a) (i.e. between October 1 and October
31) and/or a discount of 1 percent if paid after more than 30 but less than 60 days after the due date
established pursuant to T.C.A. § 67-1-701(a) (between November 1 and November 30). Taxpayers

receiving tax relief are also eligible to receive early payment discounts. 3

If, pursuant to T.C.A. § 67-1-702, the county legislative body has given the county trustee the authority
to collect taxes at any time after July 10, prior to the first Monday in October, then the county legislative
body may provide by resolution for a discount of 3 percent for ad valorem real property taxes paid by the
end of July; 2 percent if paid by the end of August; and 1 percent if paid by the end of September. The
trustee may accept early payments, in the trustee's discretion, based upon the trustee's capacity to
effectively account for the payments. The governing body may rescind the adoption of discounts at any

time.4

Mortgagees, mortgage servicers, and escrow account holders are not required to make early tax
payments; nor are they required to notify any mortgagor or other party with respect to the availability of

any such discounts.5

1T.C.A. § 67-1-702.
2T.C.A. § 67-1-702.
3T.C.A. § 67-5-1804(a).
4T.C.A. § 67-5-1804(c).
5T.C.A. § 67-5-1804(d).
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