
July 22, 2024

Disabled Veterans
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Disabled Veterans
Reference Number: CTAS-1563
Disabled veterans who owned and used a principal residence may qualify for tax relief for all or part of the

local property taxes paid for a given tax year on that property.1Reimbursement is paid on the first

$175,000 of the full market value of the property.2Property tax relief will not be extended to any person

who was dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed services.3

For the purposes of T.C.A. § 67-5-704, a "disabled veteran" means a person who has served in the armed
forces of the United States, and who has

1. acquired in connection with his or her military service a disability from paraplegia or
permanent paralysis of both legs and lower part of the body resulting from traumatic injury
or disease to the spinal cord or brain, or from legal blindness, or from loss or loss of use of
two or more limbs from any service-connected cause;

2. acquired 100 percent permanent total disability, as determined by the United States
Veterans' Administration, and the disability resulted from having served as a prisoner of
war; or

3. acquired service-connected permanent and total disability or disabilities, as determined by

the United States Department of Veterans' Affairs.4

The determination of the United States Veterans' Administration concerning the disability status of a

veteran is conclusive for purposes of this statute.5

Property tax relief will also be extended to the surviving spouse of a disabled veteran who at the time of
the disabled veteran’s death was eligible for disabled veterans' property tax relief. If a subsequent
amendment to the law concerning eligibility as a disabled veteran would have made the deceased veteran
eligible for disabled veterans' property tax relief, then property tax relief shall also be extended to the
surviving spouse. A surviving spouse shall continue to qualify for disabled veterans' property tax relief as
long as the surviving spouse does not remarry, solely or jointly owns the property for which tax relief is

claimed, and uses the property for which tax relief is claimed exclusively as a home.6

Property tax relief will also be extended to the surviving spouse of a veteran whose death results from a
service-connected, combat-related cause, as determined by the United States Veterans’ Administration;
provided that the surviving spouse does not remarry and the property for which tax relief is claimed is

owned by and used exclusively by the surviving spouse as a home.7

Property tax relief will also be extended to the surviving spouse of a soldier whose death results from be-
ing deployed, away from any home base of training and in support of combat or peace operations; provid-
ed, that the surviving spouse does not remarry, solely or jointly owns the property for which tax relief is
claimed, and uses the property for which tax relief is claimed exclusively as a home. T.C.A. §
67-5-704(g).

1T.C.A. § 67-5-704(a)(1).
2T.C.A. § 67-5-704(3).
3T.C.A. § 67-5-704(c).
4T.C.A. § 67-5-704(b). See also Op. Tenn. Atty. Gen. 86-66 (March 17, 1986) (addressing the issue

of combat-related injury).
5T.C.A. § 67-5-704(d).
6T.C.A. § 67-5-704(e).
7T.C.A. § 67-5-704(f).
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