
November 24, 2024

Equalization Action by the State Board of
Equalization
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Equalization Action by the State Board of Equalization
Reference Number: CTAS-1516
The State Board of Equalization or the Assessment Appeals Commission, on the basis of reports, evidence,
or other available information, takes whatever steps it deems are necessary to effect the assessment of
property in accordance with the constitution of Tennessee and the laws of this state. The state board by
order or rule must direct that commercial and industrial tangible personal property assessments be
equalized using the appraisal ratios adopted by the board in each jurisdiction. However, such equalization

is available only to taxpayers who have timely filed the reporting schedule required by law.1

Equalization may be made by the State Board of Equalization or the Assessment Appeals Commission, as
the case may be, by reducing or increasing the appraised values of properties within any taxing
jurisdiction, or any part thereof. In the event that the state board or the commission deems it necessary
to increase or decrease appraised values of properties of any taxing jurisdiction, or any part thereof, in
any manner whereby its action affects properties in general rather than individual properties, it is not
necessary that the state board or commission notify each individual property owner as provided for in
T.C.A. § 67-5-1510. However, notice of the action of the state board or the commission must be published

at least once in a newspaper of general circulation within the affected taxing jurisdiction.2

1T.C.A. § 67-5-1509(a). Note: The constitutionality of T.C.A. § 67-5-1509(a) has been upheld; see
Williamson County v. Tennessee State Board of Equalization, 86 S.W.3d 216 (Tenn.Ct.App. 2002).

2T.C.A. § 67-5-1509(b) and (c).
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