
November 24, 2024

State Division of Property Assessments
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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State Division of Property Assessments
Reference Number: CTAS-1493
The State Division of Property Assessments has the duty to develop methods and procedures to assist
local assessors and boards of equalization in administering the annual assessment process and in
maintaining assessments through a process of updating valuations, property ownership records, and other

information and records.1The Division of Property Assessments has developed manuals, rules, and

regulations which relate to the duties of assessors of property and to reappraisal programs.2These
manuals provide for consideration of the following factors in determining property values:

1. Location;

2. Current use;

3. Whether income bearing or non-income bearing;

4. Zoning restrictions on use;

5. Legal restrictions on use;

6. Availability of water, electricity, gas, sewers, street lighting, and other municipal services;

7. Inundated wetlands;

8. Natural productivity of the soil, except that the value of growing crops shall not be added to
the value of the land ("crops" include trees); and

9. All other factors and evidences of values generally recognized by appraisers as bearing on
the sound, intrinsic and immediate economic value at the time of assessment.

For determining the value of industrial, commercial, farm machinery and other personal property, these
manuals provide for consideration of the following factors:

1. Current use;

2. Depreciated value;

3. Actual value after allowance for obsolescence; and

4. All other factors and evidences of values generally recognized by appraisers as bearing on
the sound, intrinsic and immediate economic value at the time of assessment.

For determining the value of forestland, the State Division of Property Assessments consults with the U.S.

Forest Service and the state forester to establish guidelines to be used in the manual.3

1T.C.A. § 67-1-205(a).
2T.C.A. §§ 67-1-205(a); 67-5-505; 67-5-602.
3T.C.A. § 67-5-602.
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