
March 11, 2025

Present Use Valuation
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Present Use Valuation
Reference Number: CTAS-1485

When a parcel of land has been classified by the assessor of property as agricultural, forest, or open space
land under the provisions of T.C.A. § 67-5-1001 et seq., it shall be subsequently considered that its
current use for agricultural or timber purposes or as open space is its immediate most suitable economic
use, and assessment shall be based upon its value in that current use, rather than on value for some
other use as may be determined in accordance with T.C.A. § 67-5-601 et seq. It is the responsibility of the
applicant to promptly notify the assessor of any change in the use or ownership of the property which

might affect its eligibility under the Greenbelt Law.1

After a parcel of land has been classified by the assessor of property as agricultural, forest, or open space
land under the provisions of T.C.A. § 67-5-1001 et seq., the assessor shall record it on a separate list for
such classified property. The assessor may record with the register of deeds the application for the
classification of the property. However, if the assessor does not record the application, then the property
owner shall record with the register of deeds the application for the classification of the property. Any fees

which may be required are paid by the property owner.2

The assessor must appraise the land and compute the taxes each year based upon both the 25 percent of
appraised value applicable to property in the farm classification and present use value; and farm
classification and value as determined pursuant to T.C.A. § 67-5-601 et seq., but taxes shall be assessed
and paid only on the basis of farm classification and present use value under the provisions of T.C.A. §
67-5-1001 et seq. The taxes computed pursuant to T.C.A. § 67-5-601 et seq. shall be used to compute

the rollback taxes as defined in T.C.A. § 67-5-1004 and as provided for in T.C.A. § 67-5-1008(d).3

1T.C.A. § 67-5-1008(a).
2T.C.A. § 67-5-1008(b)(1).
3T.C.A. § 67-5-1008(b)(2) and (3).
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