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Public Utility and Common Carrier Property
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Public Utility and Common Carrier Property
Reference Number: CTAS-1471
In a recent case, the Tennessee Court of Appeals held that pipelines shall be treated as personal property

for the purposes of ad valorem taxation.1In response, the legislature amended T.C.A. §

67-5-501(9),2which now classifies certain property associated with utilities and railroads as real property
for purposes of the property taxation. Examples include but are not limited to the following: surface,
underground or elevated railroads, and railroad structures, substructures and superstructures, tracks and
the metal thereon; telephone, broadcast, transmission and telegraph poles, supports, conduits, towers
and enclosures for electrical conductors upon, above and underground and pipes and conduits used for
wire, cables and lines buried underground; mains, pipes, pipelines and tanks permitted or authorized to be
built, laid or placed in, upon, or under any public or private street or place for conducting steam, heat,
water, oil, electricity or any property, substance or product capable of transportation or conveyance
therein or that is protected thereby.

1ANR Pipeline Co. v. Tennessee Board of Equalization, 2002 WL 31840689, *4 (Tenn.Ct.App. 2002)
perm. app. denied (Tenn. 2003).

2See2004 Public Chapter 719.
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