
March 12, 2025

Misdemeanor Prisoners
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Misdemeanor Prisoners
Reference Number: CTAS-1452

Upon the application of the superintendent of the workhouse, the board of workhouse commissioners, if
there is one, otherwise the judge of the circuit court, criminal court or general sessions court having
jurisdiction in the county, may by order direct the superintendent of the workhouse to permit a prisoner
serving a misdemeanor sentence to leave the workhouse during necessary and reasonable hours for the
purpose of working at the prisoner's employment, conducting the prisoner's own business or other
self-employed occupation including, in the case of a woman, housekeeping and attending to the needs of
her family, seeking employment, attending an educational institution or securing medical treatment.
T.C.A. § 41-2-128(a).

Similarly, the judge of the circuit court, criminal court or general sessions court having jurisdiction in the
county where the person is imprisoned may, upon application of the sheriff, enter a like order for the
same purpose for jail prisoners. The order may be rescinded or modified at any time with or without notice
to the prisoner. T.C.A. § 41-2-128(a).
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