
March 12, 2025

Workhouse Superintendent
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Workhouse Superintendent
Reference Number: CTAS-1436

Pursuant to T.C.A. § 41-2-107(a), the board of workhouse commissioners appoints the superintendent of
the workhouse. The superintendent is appointed on the first Monday in January of every even-numbered
year and hold office for two years, unless sooner suspended or removed, as provided in T.C.A. §
41-2-104(d).

The superintendent shall take an oath and give bond for the faithful discharge of such superintendent's
duty with two or more approved sureties or an approved surety company in the sum of $1,000, payable to
the state for the use of the county, before the county mayor, which oath and bond shall be filed with the
county clerk and record of the oath and bond made on the minutes of the county legislative body. T.C.A. §
41-2-107(b).

The salary of the superintendent shall be fixed by the workhouse commissioners and shall be paid
quarterly on the warrant of the county mayor. T.C.A. § 41-2-107(c).

Sheriff as Superintendent

Whenever the jail in any county has been declared a workhouse, as provided in T.C.A. § 41-2-102, the
sheriff shall be ex officio the superintendent of the workhouse. All persons liable to imprisonment for
safekeeping, whether charged with felonies or misdemeanors, shall be confined therein, securely kept and
properly cared for. T.C.A. § 41-2-108.

Accounts and Reports

The superintendent is required by law to keep or cause to be kept in a well-bound book to be furnished by
the county an account of all supplies, implements and tools purchased for the workhouse, keeping the
account for supplies separate from implements and tools. T.C.A. § 41-2-110(a)(1).

When a purchase is made, the superintendent is required to obtain an itemized bill specifying from whom
purchased, the kind and amount of the articles purchased, and the date. The superintendent must
approve the bill, enter it on the books, and present it to the workhouse commissioners for their approval.
T.C.A. § 41-2-110(a)(2) and (3).

The superintendent must make quarterly reports to the workhouse commissioners of the whole working
system, the amount of the work done and its estimated value, the amount of current expenses for
supplies and for tools and implements, and any other matter deemed necessary by the superintendent or
ordered by the commissioners or the county legislative body. T.C.A. § 41-2-110(b).
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