
November 24, 2024

Operation of Workhouse Under Control of
Sheriff
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Operation of Workhouse Under Control of Sheriff
Reference Number: CTAS-1435
As a further alternative to a board of workhouse commissioners, any county may, upon recommendation
by the county mayor and by resolution of the county legislative body, place the operation, supervision and
control of the county workhouse under the administrative control of the county sheriff. Administrative
control of the workhouse shall be subject to such terms and conditions as the county legislative body and
the sheriff may agree. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, the agreement between the
county legislative body and the sheriff may provide for the payment of additional compensation to the
sheriff for such services. If a county chooses this further alternative, the sheriff shall possess the same
powers, duties and responsibilities as are provided by law for the board of workhouse commissioners,
unless otherwise provided by the agreement between the county legislative body and the sheriff. T.C.A. §
41-2-104(h)(1)(B).

The provisions of T.C.A. § 41-2-104(h)(1) shall not apply in any county having a population of not less
than 319,625 nor more than 319,725 according to the 1980 federal census or any subsequent federal
census. T.C.A. § 41-2-104(h)(2).
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