
April 27, 2025

Dental Care of Inmates
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Dental Care of Inmates
Reference Number: CTAS-1382

The requirement that the state furnish healthcare includes necessary dental services. Grubbs v. Bradley,
552 F.Supp. 1052, 1123 (D.C. Tenn. 1982). Pursuant to state regulations, dental treatments, not limited
to extractions, must be provided when the health of the inmate would otherwise be adversely affected
during confinement, as determined by a physician or dentist. Rules of the Tennessee Corrections Institute,
Rule 1400-1-.13(17).

“[N]ot all claims regarding improper dental care will be constitutionally cognizable. Dental conditions, like
other medical conditions, may be of varying severity. The standard for Eighth Amendment violations
contemplates ‘a condition of urgency’ that may result in ‘degeneration’ or ‘extreme pain.’” Chance v.
Armstrong, 143 F.3d 698, 702 (2nd Cir. 1998). “A cognizable claim regarding inadequate dental care, like
one involving medical care, can be based on various factors, such as the pain suffered by the plaintiff, the
deterioration of the teeth due to a lack of treatment, and the inability to engage in normal activities."
Goodnow v. Palm, 264 F.Supp.2d 125, 132 (D. Vt. 2003) (citations omitted). See also Fields v. Gander,
734 F.2d 1313, 1314-1315 (8th Cir. 1984) (Inmate’s claims that sheriff knew of the pain he was suffering
and still refused to provide dental care for him for up to three weeks could support a finding of an Eighth
Amendment violation.).
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