
March 12, 2025

Reimbursement for State Inmate Medical
Care
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Reimbursement for State Inmate Medical Care
Reference Number: CTAS-1380

The state is liable for expenses incurred from emergency hospitalization and medical treatment rendered
to any state prisoner incarcerated in a county jail or workhouse, provided that the prisoner is admitted to
the hospital. The sheriff of the county in which the state prisoner is incarcerated must file a petition with
the criminal court committing the state prisoner to the county jail or workhouse attaching thereto a copy
of the hospital bills of costs for the state prisoner. It is the duty of the court committing the state prisoner
to the county jail or workhouse to examine bills of costs, and if the costs are proved, the court is required
to certify the fact thereon and forward a copy to the judicial cost accountant. Expenses for emergency
hospitalization and medical treatment are paid in the same manner as court costs. T.C.A. § 41-4-115(b).

The state is responsible for transportation costs and cost of any guard necessary when a state prisoner is
admitted to a hospital or requires follow-up treatment. Such reimbursement is to be made according to
the procedures established by T.C.A. § 41-8-106, but shall be in addition to the per diem established in
T.C.A. § 41-8-106. T.C.A. § 41-4-115(c).

No claim against the state for the payment of medical expenses shall be paid unless the claim is submitted
to the department of correction within six (6) months from the date the services were provided. No claim
against the state for the payment of costs incurred in the prosecution and safekeeping of criminal
defendants shall be paid unless the claim is submitted to the department of correction within six (6)
months from the date of entry of the judgment of conviction. T.C.A. §§ 40-25-144(a) and 41-4-115(g).

If a defendant serving a felony sentence in a local jail develops medical problems that the local jail is not
equipped to treat, the court has the authority to transfer the defendant to the Department of Correction.
T.C.A. § 40-35-314(e).
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