
July 22, 2024

Replacement of Jail
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Replacement of Jail
Reference Number: CTAS-1337
Whenever, in the opinion of a majority of the members of the county legislative body, two- thirds of them
being present, the site of a jail is unhealthy, insecure or inconvenient in its location to the county, the
town, or inhabitants of the town in which it is situated, or the interest and convenience of the town would
be promoted by the removal of any of the same, the members may order a sale of the site and of the
whole or part of the materials used in its construction; and they may also order that a more eligible,
convenient, healthy or secure site be purchased and cause to be erected thereon a new jail better suited
to the convenience of the town, and to secure the safe custody, health and comfort of inmates. T.C.A. §
5-7-111. Henry v. Grainger County, 290 S.W. 2 (Tenn. 1926) (By statute provision is made for the sale of
a courthouse or jail under certain circumstances and the purchase of another site and the erection of a
new building.); Jackson v. Gardner, 639 F.Supp. 1005 (E.D. Tenn. 1986) (holding that the county must
reduce the jail population and build a new workhouse).
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