
December 23, 2024

Specific Fees Authorized
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Specific Fees Authorized
Reference Number: CTAS-1328
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the sheriff is entitled to demand and receive
the respective fees for the following services where services are actually rendered:

Service of Process

1. For serving any process except as otherwise provided in T.C.A. § 8-21-901 or other
applicable law, whether issued by a clerk for a general sessions, criminal, circuit, chancery
or any other court, the sheriff is entitled to the following fees, based on the manner in
which process is served, for each item of process that must be served separately per
person served:

a. For service in person: $40;
b. For service by mail: $10;
c. For service by acceptance or consent or any other authorized method: $10.

2. For summoning jurors in any proceeding: $5.

3. For serving or delivering any other process or notice not related to a judicial proceeding
and issued by an entity other than a court: $10.

4. For returning any service of process where the sheriff attempts service but is unsuccessful,
the sheriff shall be entitled to the same fees specified in number 1 above; provided, that
service is attempted in accordance with the laws of the state.

T.C.A. § 8-21-901(a)(1).

See Sheriff's Fees for Service of Process for additional information.

Original Process in Delinquent Tax Collection Proceedings

The sheriff receives $7.50 for serving all original processes in delinquent tax suits as costs to be taxed
against each delinquent tax payer and the statutory fees for all other services performed by the sheriff.
T.C.A. § 67-5-2410(c)(1).

Collection of Money ; Returning, Transporting, Storing or Establishing Possession of Property

1. For a levy of an execution on property or levy of an attachment or other process to seize
property for the purpose of securing satisfaction of a judgment yet to be rendered or for
executing a writ of replevin or writ of possession: $40.

2. For collecting money to satisfy a judgment, whether by execution, fieri facias, garnishment
or other process, in civil cases each time collection is attempted: $20.
For purposes of the payment of fees for garnishments as provided above, all garnishments
are deemed to be original garnishments and the sheriff or other person authorized by law
to serve garnishments is entitled to the fee provided above for each such garnishment
served.

3. Whenever the sheriff provides for the storage or maintenance of property including, but not
limited to, vehicles, livestock and farm and construction equipment that has been levied on
by execution, attachment or other process, the sheriff is entitled to demand and receive a
reasonable per day fee for such services. The sheriff is also entitled to demand and receive
reimbursement for costs of transportation of such personal property to a suitable location
for storage and maintenance when such action is necessary to secure such property. Any
such fees for transportation, maintenance and storage shall be approved by the court
issuing the execution, attachment or other process.

T.C.A. § 8-21-901(a)(2).

Security Services

1. For attending the grand jury or waiting in court: $75 per day.

2. For waiting with a sequestered jury: $100 per day.

T.C.A. § 8-21-901(a)(4).

Data Processing Services

1. For data processing services: $2.

The revenue from the two dollar data processing fee must be allocated by the sheriff's county for
computerization, information systems and electronic records management costs of the sheriff's office. The
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funds must remain earmarked within the general fund and must be reserved for the purposes authorized
by law at the end of each fiscal year. T.C.A. § 8-21-901(a)(5)(A) and (B).

Fees Limited

Notwithstanding other provisions of this section to the contrary, any fee or mileage allowance permitted
under this section, which is assessed against the state or which otherwise represents a cost to the state,
shall be limited in amount to the fees allowable immediately prior to May 28, 1977. T.C.A. § 8-21-901(b).

Source URL: https://www.ctas.tennessee.edu/eli/specific-fees-authorized
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