
November 23, 2024

Scope, Duration, and Enforceability of Pro-
tective Orders
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Scope, Duration, and Enforceability of Protective Orders
Reference Number: CTAS-1320
The order is valid and enforceable in any county in Tennessee. T.C.A. § 36-3-606(e). It may:

1. Direct Respondent not to commit domestic abuse, stalk or sexually assault Petitioner or
petitioner’s minor children;

2. Prohibit Respondent from calling, e-mailing, writing, or communicating with Petitioner,
directly or indirectly;

3. Prohibit the Respondent from stalking the Petitioner, as defined in § 39-17-315;

4. Give Petitioner possession of the residence and evict the Respondent;

5. Require Respondent to provide suitable housing for Petitioner if respondent is the sole
owner or lessee of the residence;

6. Award temporary custody of or establish temporary visitation rights with their minor
children;

7. Award support to Petitioner if the parties are legally married and award child support for
Respondent’s children;

8. Require Respondent to get treatment or counseling for anger management or substance
abuse;

9. Place the care, custody, or control of any animal residing in the household in the care,
custody or control of the Petitioner or in an appropriate animal foster situation;

10. Direct the Respondent to immediately and temporarily vacate a residence shared with the
petitioner, pending a hearing on the matter; or

11. Direct the Respondent to pay the Petitioner all costs, expenses and fees pertaining to the
Petitioner's breach of a lease or rental agreement for residential property if the Petitioner is
a party to the lease or rental agreement and if the court finds that continuing to reside in
the rented or leased premises may jeopardize the life, health and safety of the Petitioner or
the Petitioner's children.

T.C.A. § 36-3-606(a).
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