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December 25, 2024

Parties Who May Petition for an Order of Pro-
tection

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Parties Who May Petition for an Order of Protection

Reference Number: CTAS-1315

With the exceptions added in 2005 to include sexual assault and stalking victims, state law requires that
the petitioner have some past or present link of a domestic or familial nature with the respondent, though
it may be indirect. The statute does not include acquaintances, neighbors, business associates and others
who do not fall into the specified categories, which include:

1. Adults or minors who are current or former spouses;
2. Adults or minors who live together or who have lived together;

3. Adults or minors who are dating or who have dated or who have or had a sexual relationship; as
used herein “dating” and “dated” do not include fraternization between two individuals in a
business or social context;

4. Adults or minors related by blood or adoption;

5. Adults or minors who are related or were formerly related by marriage; or

6. Adult or minor children of a person in a relationship described above.
T.C.A. § 36-3-601(5)(A - F).
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