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March 12, 2025

Criminal Investigators and Detectives

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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CTAS - Criminal Investigators and Detectives

Criminal Investigators and Detectives
Reference Number: CTAS-1238

It is the duty of the sheriff to ferret out, detect, and prevent crime; to secure evidence of crimes; and to
apprehend and arrest criminals. Pursuant to statute, the sheriff must furnish the necessary deputies to
carry out these duties. T.C.A. §§ 8-8-213, 38-3-102, and 38-3-108.

Child Sexual Abuse Cases
Child Protective Team

Each county is required by law to have a child protective team. T.C.A. § 37-1-607(a)(1). Pursuant to the
same statute, each team must have a properly trained law enforcement officer with countywide
jurisdiction (i.e., a deputy sheriff) from the county where the child resides or where the alleged offense
occurred. In addition, each team must be composed of one person from the Department of Children’s
Services, one representative from the office of the district attorney general, and one juvenile court officer
or investigator from a court of competent jurisdiction. The team may also include a representative from
one of the mental health disciplines. T.C.A. § 37-1-607(a)(2).

The teams conduct child protective investigations of reported child sexual abuse and also support and
provide appropriate services to sexually abused children. The team determines the level of risk for the
child and the services, including medical evaluations, psychological evaluations and short-term
psychological treatment, and casework and coordination. The Department of Children’s Services is
responsible for coordinating the services of these teams. T.C.A. § 37-1-607(a)(1).

See Department of Children’s Services, Administrative Policies and Procedures: 14.05, Investigation of
Alleged Child Abuse and Neglect. See also Department of Children’s Services, Administrative Policies and
Procedures: 14.28, Child Protective Services Investigation of Children Exposed To Chemical Laboratories
for the Manufacture of Methamphetamine.

Child Sex Crime Investigation Unit

Through legislation, the General Assembly has encouraged each sheriff to establish a child sex crime
investigation unit within the sheriff’s office for the purpose of investigating crimes involving the sexual
abuse of children. T.C.A. § 37-1-603(b)(4)(A)(v). To further this objective, as part of the annual in-service
training requirement the sheriff and every deputy sheriff must receive training in the investigation of cases
involving child sexual abuse, including law enforcement response to and treatment of victims of such
crimes. T.C.A. § 37-1-603(b)(4)(A).; Rules of the Tennessee Peace Officer Standards and Training
Commission, Rule 1110-4-.05 (4)

For additional information, see Investigation of Child Abuse under the Public Safety topic.
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