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April 11, 2025

Membership-CLB

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Except in counties with a consolidated city-county (metropolitan or unification) form of government, the
county legislative body is made up of not less than nine nor more than 25 members, elected from
districts. No more than three members may be elected from any one district. T.C.A. § 5-5-102. Districts
must be reapportioned at least every 10 years, and commissioners must represent substantially equal
populations based on the latest federal census. T.C.A. § 5-1-111. Members are elected by the voters in
their district for four-year terms and until their successors are elected and qualified. T.C.A. § 5-5-102. The
county legislative body determines by resolution whether members in multimember districts are elected at
large within the district with the two or three persons receiving the greatest number of votes being
elected, or whether candidates must run for designated seats, usually designated A and B, also C in
three-member districts. T.C.A. § 5-5-102(h). Members are elected in the August general elections
coinciding with the election of the governor and take office the following September 1 after being qualified
to hold office.
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