
April 11, 2025

Public Comment Periods
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Public Comment Periods
Reference Number: CTAS-2489

Governing bodies (as defined in the Open Meetings Act) are required to reserve a period of time for public
comment to provide the public with the opportunity to comment on matters that are germane to the items
on the agenda for the meeting. Governing bodies are authorized to put reasonable restrictions on the
period for public comment, such as the length of the period, the number of speakers, and the length of
time that each speaker will be allowed to provide comment. Governing bodies are also authorized to
require a person to give notice in advance of their desire to offer comments at a meeting. The law directs
governing bodies to take all practicable steps to ensure that opposing viewpoints are represented fairly, if
any.

Notices for a public meeting must include instructions on how a person may indicate their desire to
provide public comment at the meeting.

There are two exceptions to the public comment requirement: (1) A meeting of a governing body, or a
portion thereof, where the governing body is conducting a disciplinary hearing for a member of the
governing body or a person whose profession or activities fall within the jurisdiction of the governing
body; or (2) A meeting for which there are no actionable items on the agenda. T.C.A. § 8-44-112.
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